
 
The Fifth Sunday in Lent 
10:00 AM + March 29, 2020 

 
Opening voluntary: Meditation on a plainsong Kyrie G. Winston Cassler 
 
Opening hymn:  Breathe on me, Breath of God  Hymn 508 vs 1-3 
 
Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
fill me with life anew, 
that I may love what thou dost love, 
and do what thou wouldst do. 
 
Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
until my heart is pure, 
until with thee I will one will, 
to do or to endure. 
 
Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
till I am wholly thine, 
till all this earthly part of me 
glows with thy fire divine. 
 
The Penitential Order BCP p. 351 

Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
People God’s mercy endures for ever. 

Celebrant: Jesus said, "The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord your God is the only 
Lord. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, 
and with all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no 
commandment greater than these."      Mark 12:29-31 

Confession and Absolution 

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of 
your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

Lord, have mercy  



 

Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy, Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy, have mercy. 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray together.    Said in unison 

Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of sinners: Grant your 
people grace to love what you command and desire what you promise; that, among the swift and 
varied changes of the world, our hearts may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen. 

A Reading from the Ezekiel 37:1-14  

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me 
down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very 
many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I 
answered, “O LORD God, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to 
them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. Thus says the LORD God to these bones: I will cause 
breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon 
you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am 
the LORD.”  
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a 
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, 
and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then 
he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the LORD 
God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” I 
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their 
feet, a vast multitude. 
Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are 
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus 
says the LORD God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my 
people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the LORD, when 
I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, 
and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have 
spoken and will act,” says the LORD. 

People’s response after the reading Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 130  

1  Out of the depths have I called to you, O LORD; LORD, hear my voice; * 
 let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication. 

2  If you, LORD, were to note what is done amiss, * 
 O LORD, who could stand? 

3  For there is forgiveness with you; * 
 therefore you shall be feared. 



4  I wait for the LORD; my soul waits for him; * 
 in his word is my hope. 

5  My soul waits for the LORD, more than watchmen for the morning, * 
 more than watchmen for the morning. 

6  O Israel, wait for the LORD, * 
 for with the LORD there is mercy; 

7  With him there is plenteous redemption, * 
 and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 

A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans 8:6-11 

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this 
reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God's law-- indeed it 
cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who 
does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is 
dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus 
from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies 
also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

People’s response after the reading Thanks be to God. 

Sequence Hymn: Awake, O sleeper, rise from death   Hymn 547 vs 1, 3, 5 

Awake, O sleeper, rise from death, 
and Christ shall give you light, 
so learn his love—its length and breadth, 
its fullness, depth, and height. 
 
There is one Body and one hope, 
one Spirit and one call, 
one Lord, one Faith, and one Baptism, 
one Father of us all. 
 
For us Christ lived, for us he died 
and conquered in the strife. 
Awake, arise, go forth in faith, 
And Christ shall give you life. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to John 11:1-45  
People Said before the reading Said after the reading 
 Glory to you, Lord Christ. Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary was 
the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus 
was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard it, 
he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may 
be glorified through it.” Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after 
having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.  
Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, 
the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” Jesus answered, “Are 
there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see 
the light of this world. But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.” After 



saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 
The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” Jesus, however, had been 
speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told 
them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But 
let us go to him.” Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that 
we may die with him.” 
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. Now Bethany was 
near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to 
console them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, 
while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus said to her, 
“Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection 
on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even 
though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe 
this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming 
into the world.”  
When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The 
Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 
Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. The 
Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They 
followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came 
where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also 
weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, “Where have you laid him?” 
They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See how he loved 
him!” But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this 
man from dying?”  
Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 
Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already 
there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you 
believed, you would see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward 
and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said 
this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” When he 
had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and 
feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and 
let him go.” 
Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 

Sermon The Reverend Dr. Paul Kolbet 

Silence 

The Nicene Creed     Spoken by all 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 
and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 
Father. 

Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by 
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For 
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 



On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son. With the Father and the Son, he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the 
Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.   
Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People – From the Church of England, supplementary texts 

Leader In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, let us pray to the Father. 
 For the peace of the whole world, for the welfare of the Holy Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
All  Lord, have mercy. 

 For Michael our Presiding Bishop, and Alan and Gayle our bishops, for the leaders of our 
sister Churches, and for all clergy and people,  let us pray to the Lord. 

All  Lord, have mercy. 

 For Donald our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray 
to the Lord. 

All  Lord, have mercy. 

 For this community, for every city, town and village, and for all the people who live 
within them, let us pray to the Lord. 

All  Lord, have mercy. 

 For good weather, and for abundant harvests for all to share, let us pray to the Lord. 
All  Lord, have mercy. 

 For those who travel by land, air, or water, for the sick and the suffering, for … , for 
prisoners and captives, and for their safety, health and salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

All  Lord, have mercy. 

 For our deliverance from all affliction, strife and need, and for the absolution of our sins 
and offences, let us pray to the Lord. 

All  Lord, have mercy. 

 Remembering all who have gone before us in faith … , and in communion with all the 
saints, we commit ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ our God; 

All  to you, O Lord. 

 

PRAY FOR THE ANGLICAN COMMUNION Today, the fifth Sunday in Lent, is the focus of the 
Primates’ Task Group’s call for a period of prayer and repentance in the Anglican Communion. 
The Bishop of West Malaysia, Moon Hing, is a member of the Task Group and has written this 
prayer, which the Task Group offers to the Anglican Communion for use today.   
 
We pray for our Presiding Bishop Michael; Alan and Gayle, our Bishops, for Paul, our Interim 
Rector, for Bruce, our Deacon and for Valerie Cowart, Diaconate Candidate. 



In our Diocese:  Church of the Redeemer, Chestnut Hill, Boston College Campus Ministry, Chestnut 
Hill, St. Dunstan’s Church, Dover, Christ Church, Needham, for the Ministries with the Deaf and for 
the Church Periodical Club. 

We also pray for the faith communities in Chelmsford, especially for The Congregational Church in 
North Chelmsford. 

PRAY FOR THOSE JOINING GOD’S MISSION IN OUR PARISH  especially for all who are 
preparing the online Church School classes. 

PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR PARISH IN NEED OF HEALING: 
Barbara Waldron  in hospice 
Marlene Hillman  recovering from snowmobile accident 
Chaz Freeman  cellulitis 
Leigh Bilsbury  recovering from knee surgery 
Molly Loder  Brain cancer 
Nate Barrow  Medical concerns 

PRAY FOR FAMILY & FRIENDS OF OUR PARISHIONERS: 
Maya Shaffer daughter of Amy Hunter – recovery from illness 
Dan friend of Katy Belanger – stage 4 lung cancer 
Family of David Kennedy – friend of Scott Bempkins – loss of husband/father to Parkinson’s disease 
Chris Gobron brother of Deb Collins – recurrence of esophageal cancer 
Jennifer Sister of Lissie Bates-Haus - Cancer 
Tristan Porta great nephew of Liz Landers – born prematurely – home from the NICU 
Joanna Nickerson Deacon Bruce’s wife - Parkinsons 
Erismath M. Kintu Rowena’s father – health concerns 
Sue Donnelly cousin of Linda Coddington – serious infection after knee surgery  
Phil Bisselle friend of the Snedens – recovering from a stroke 

PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE AT HOME, IN NURSING HOMES, OR LIVING WITH CHRONIC 
ILLNESSES: Please see the bulletin board in the Narthex or the weekly e-bulletin for list of names.  

PRAY FOR THOSE IN THE ARMED FORCES AND THEIR FAMILIES: Especially for those who 
have been deployed overseas, and for all others serving our country especially for Trevor Jones, 
son-in-law of Liz Landers, who is in the process of returning home from Afghanistan. 

 
We congratulate Stephanie and Brett Kelly on the birth of their daughter, Paige. Paige was born 
on St. Patrick’s Day. 
 
The Sanctuary Candle is lit in memory of Ron Yates by Pat Yates on the 12th anniversary of his death. 
Celebrant prays a concluding collect 
 
The Peace 

The Peace of the Lord be always with you 
 
And also with you 
 

 
Announcements 
 

 
 

 



Musical Selection: Jordan The Sacred Harp/ arr. Johnson 
Closing Hymn: Take my hand, precious Lord LEVAS 106 vs 1, 2 
Precious Lord, take my hand, 
Lead me on, let me stand, 
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn; 
Through the storm, through the night, 
Lead me on to the light, 
Take my hand, precious Lord, 
Lead me on. 
 
When my way grows drear, 
precious Lord, linger near, 
When my life is almost gone; 
Hear my cry, hear my call, 
Hold my hand, lest I fall, 
Take my hand, precious Lord, 
Lead me on. 
 
Closing Voluntary: Dem Dry Bones arr. Douglas Floyd Smith 


