
Morning Prayer: Rite Two 
Wednesday, July 29, 2020 

Mary, Martha, and Lazarus of Bethany 

First Ordination of Women to the Episcopal Priesthood in 1974 
 

Note: Our late Bishop Barbara Harris was a parishioner at the Church of the 

Advocate in Philadelphia, where 11 women were “illegally” ordained on July 

29, 1974; she was the crucifer in the procession for the service. 

 

Officiants: Katie LaRochelle and Lynne McSheey 

 

Officiant 1   Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, and 

bring me to your holy hill and to your dwelling. Psalm 43:3 

 

Officiant 2   We give you thanks, O God, we give you thanks, 

calling upon your Name and declaring all your wonderful deeds. 
       Psalm 75:1 

 

Confession of Sin 

 

Officiant 1   Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence  

Officiant 1   

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against 

you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and 

by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ have mercy on us and 

forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

Officiant 2   Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and 

by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.  Amen. 

 

The Invitatory and Psalter 
 

Officiant 1  Lord, open our lips. 

Officiant 2  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  

Officiant 1  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy    

  Spirit:  

Officiant 2  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. 

   Amen. Alleluia. 

 

Officiant 1 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness:  

Officiant 2 Come let us adore him. 

 

 

Venite Psalm 95:1-7  Said antiphonally breaking at the half verse 

                   

Come let us sing to the Lord; * 

   let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.  

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 

   and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.  

For the Lord is a great God, * 

   and a great King above all gods.  

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * 

   and the heights of the hills are his also.  

The sea is his, for he made it, * 

   and his hands have molded the dry land.  

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 

   and kneel before the Lord our Maker.  

For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the 

sheep of his hand.* 

 Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

 

 

 



Psalm 36: 5- 10   Said antiphonally breaking at the half verse 

 

Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens, * 

  and your faithfulness to the clouds. 

Your righteousness is like the strong mountains, your justice like 

the great deep; * 

  you save both man and beast, O Lord. 

How priceless is your love, O God! * 

  your people take refuge under the shadow of your wings. 

They feast upon the abundance of your house; * 

  you give them drink from the river of your delights. 

For with you is the well of life, * 

  and in your light we see light. 

Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you, * 

  and your favor to those who are true of heart. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 

 

 

The Lessons 
 

Officiant 1   A Reading from the Epistle to the Romans  
      Romans 12:9–13 

 

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 

love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in 

showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the 

Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 

Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to 

strangers. 

 

Officiant 1   The Word of the Lord 

Officiant 2  Thanks be to God 

 

Canticle  A Song of Our True Nature Julian of Norwich 

   Said antiphonally breaking at the half verse 

 

Christ revealed our frailty and our falling, * 

 our trespasses and our humiliations. 

Christ also revealed his blessed power, * 

 his blessed wisdom and love. 

He protects us as tenderly and as sweetly when we are in greatest 

need; * 

 he raises us in spirit and turns everything to glory and joy 

 without ending. 

God is the ground and the substance, the very essence of  

nature;* 

 God is the true father and mother of natures. 

We are all bound to God by nature, * 

 and we are all bound to God by grace. 

And this grace is for all the world, * 

b ecause it is our precious mother, Christ. 

For this fair nature was prepared by Christ 

 for the honor and nobility of all, * 

and for the joy and bliss of salvation. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen 
 

Officiant 2   A Reading from the Gospel of John  John 11:1–7, 17–44 

 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of 

Mary and her sister Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the 

Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother 

Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he 

whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This 

illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that 

the Son of God may be glorified through it.” Accordingly, though 

Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard 

that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where 

he was. 



Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the 

tomb four days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two 

miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary 

to console them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus 

was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 

Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother 

would not have died. But even now I know that God will give you 

whatever you ask of him.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will 

rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in 

the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the 

resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though 

they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will 

never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I 

believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming 

into the world.” 

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, 

and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for 

you.” And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 

Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the 

place where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in 

the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. 

They followed her because they thought that she was going to the 

tomb to weep there. When Mary came where Jesus was and saw 

him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been 

here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her 

weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was 

greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, “Where 

have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 

Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 

But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the 

blind man have kept this man from dying?” 

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a 

cave, and a stone was lying against it. Jesus said, “Take away the 

stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, 

already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 

Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you 

would see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And 

Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having 

heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for 

the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that 

you sent me.” When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, 

“Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet 

bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus 

said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

 

Officiant 2   The Word of the Lord 

Officiant 1  Thanks be to God 

 

The Apostles' Creed 
 

Officiant 1   

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

   creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. 

   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

      and born of the Virgin Mary. 

   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

      was crucified, died, and was buried. 

   He descended to the dead. 

   On the third day he rose again. 

   He ascended into heaven, 

      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

   He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

   the holy catholic Church, 

   the communion of saints, 

   the forgiveness of sins, 

   the resurrection of the body, 

   and the life everlasting.  Amen.  

 



The Prayers 
 

Officiant 2    The Lord be with you.  

Officiant 1  And also with you.  

Officiant 2    Let us pray.  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be thy Name,      

   thy kingdom come,      

   thy will be done,      

      on earth as it is in heaven.         

Give us this day our daily bread.   

And forgive us our trespasses,  

   as we forgive those       

      who trespass against us.          

And lead us not into temptation,  

   but deliver us from evil.       

For thine is the kingdom,   

  and the power, and the glory,     

  for ever and ever.  Amen.  
 

Suffrages (from Enriching Our Worship) 

 

V. Help us, O God our Savior; 

R. Deliver us and forgive us our sins. 

V. Look upon your congregation; 

R. Give to your people the blessing of peace. 

V. Declare your glory among the nations; 

R. And your wonders among all peoples. 

V. Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away; 

R. Never forget the lives of your poor. 

V. Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you; 

R. And your favor to those who are true of heart. 

V. Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; 

R. So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life. 

 
 

Officiant 1    Generous God, whose Son Jesus Christ enjoyed the 

friendship and hospitality of Mary, Martha and Lazarus of 

Bethany: Open our hearts to love you, our ears to hear you, and 

our hands to welcome and serve you in others, through Jesus 

Christ our risen Lord; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and 

reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. The Collect of the Day 

 

Officiant 2    O God, you poured your Spirit from on high to bless 

and summon these eleven women who were the first ordained in 

our Church, who heard the strength of your call: Equip, guide, and 

inspire us with wisdom, boldness, and faith to trust you in all 

circumstances, hear you preach new life to your church, and 

stretch out our hands to serve you, as you created us and redeemed 

us in the name of Jesus Christ, who lives with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God everlasting. Amen.   The Collect of the Day 

 

Officiant 1    Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have 

brought us in safety to this new day:  Preserve us with your 

mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be overcome 

by adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the fulfilling of 

your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
      A Collect for Grace 

 

Officiant 2   Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love 

on the hard wood of the cross that everyone might come within 

the reach of your saving embrace:  So clothe us in your Spirit that 

we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not 

know you to the knowledge and love of you; for the honor of your 

Name.  Amen.                             Prayer for Mission 

 
 
 

The Peace and Greetings 

Officiant 2    The Peace of the Lord be always with you 

The worshippers exchange the Peace and greet one another. 

 

Thanksgivings and Intercessions 
One of the Officiants  prays concerns shared in Chat.         



 

Closing Prayers 
 

Officiant 2    Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made. 

We bless you for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up our selves to your service, 

and by walking before you 

in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 
     The General Thanksgiving 

 

Officiant 1   Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time 

with one accord to make our common supplication to you; and 

you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two 

or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst 

of them:  Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be 

best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and 

in the age to come life everlasting.  Amen. 
     A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
 

Officiant 1    Let us bless the Lord. 

Officiant 2    Thanks be to God. 

Officiant 1    Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do 

infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to him from 

generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for 

ever and ever.  Amen.    Ephesians 3:20, 21 


