
Morning Prayer: Rite Two 
Wednesday, December 30, 2020 

The Feast of Holy Innocents, December 28 

 

Officiants: Katie LaRochelle and Lynne McSheehy 

 

 

Officiant 1   Behold, the dwelling of God is with mankind.  He will dwell 

with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself will 

be with them, and be their God. Revelation 21:3 

 

Officiant 2   I will turn their mourning into joy; I will comfort them and 

give them gladness for sorrow. .Jeremiah 31:13 

 

 

Confession of Sin 

 

Officiant 1   Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. .  

Silence  

Officiant 1   Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and 

by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are 

truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus 

Christ have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in 

your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. 

Amen. 

 

Officiant 2   Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and 

by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.  Amen. 

 

 

 

The Invitatory and Psalter 
 

Officiant 1  Lord, open our lips. 

Officiant 2  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  

Officiant 1  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy    

  Spirit:  

Officiant 2  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. 

   Amen. Alleluia. 

 

Officiant 1 Alleluia. To us a child is born:  

Officiant 2 Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 

 

 

 

Psalm 95:1-7  Said antiphonally breaking at the half verse            

        

Come let us sing to the Lord; * 

   let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.  

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 

  and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.  

For the Lord is a great God, * 

   and a great King above all gods.  

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * 

   and the heights of the hills are his also.  

The sea is his, for he made it, * 

   and his hands have molded the dry land.  

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 

   and kneel before the Lord our Maker.  

For he is our God,   and we are the people of his pasture and the 

sheep of his hand.* 

Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

 

Officiant 1 Alleluia. To us a child is born:  

Officiant 2 Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 

 



Psalm 124  Said antiphonally breaking at the half verse 

 

If the Lord had not been on our side, * 

 let Israel now say; 

If the Lord had not been on our side, * 

 when enemies rose up against us; 

Then would they have swallowed us up alive * 

 in their fierce anger toward us; 

Then would the waters have overwhelmed us * 

 and the torrent gone over us; 

Then would the raging waters * 

 have gone right over us. 

Blessed be the Lord! * 

 he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth. 

We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; * 

 the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 

Our help is in the Name of the Lord, * 

the maker of heaven and earth. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 

 

 

The Lessons 
 

Officiant 1   A Reading from the Revelation to John  
      Revelation 21:1-7 

 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and 

the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I 

saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 

from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I 

heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 

 

“See, the home of God is among mortals. 

He will dwell with them as their God; 

they will be his peoples, 

and God himself will be with them; 

he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

Death will be no more; 

mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 

for the first things have passed away.” 

 

And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am 

making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words 

are trustworthy and true.” Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the 

Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I 

will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life. Those 

who conquer will inherit these things, and I will be their God and 

they will be my children. 

 

Officiant 1   The Word of the Lord 

Officiant 2  Thanks be to God 

 

 

Canticle  A Song of Praise      Song of the Three Young Men, 29-34 

   Said antiphonally breaking at the half verse 

 

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; * 

   you are worthy of praise; glory to you. 

Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; * 

   we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

 

Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; * 

   on the throne of your majesty, glory to you. 

Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; * 

   we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

 

Glory to you, beholding the depths; * 

   in the high vault of heaven, glory to you. 

Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 

   we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen 

 



Officiant 2   A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew  
    Matthew 2:13-18 

 

When the wise men had departed, an angel of the Lord appeared 

to Joseph in a dream and said, "Get up, take the child and his 

mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for 

Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him." Then 

Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to 

Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to 

fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet,  

 

 "Out of Egypt I have called my son." 

 

When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he 

was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and 

around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to 

the time that he had learned from the wise men. Then was fulfilled 

what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: 

 

"A voice was heard in Ramah, 

wailing and loud lamentation, 

Rachel weeping for her children; 

she refused to be consoled, because they are no more." 

 

Officiant 2   The Word of the Lord 

Officiant 1  Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

The Apostles' Creed 
 

Officiant 1   

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

   creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. 

   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

      and born of the Virgin Mary. 

   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

      was crucified, died, and was buried. 

   He descended to the dead. 

   On the third day he rose again. 

   He ascended into heaven, 

      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

   He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

   the holy catholic Church, 

   the communion of saints, 

   the forgiveness of sins, 

   the resurrection of the body, 

   and the life everlasting.  Amen.  

 

 



The Prayers 
 

Officiant 2    The Lord be with you.  

Officiant 1  And also with you.  

Officiant 2    Let us pray.  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be thy Name,      

   thy kingdom come,      

   thy will be done,      

      on earth as it is in heaven.         

Give us this day our daily bread.   

And forgive us our trespasses,  

   as we forgive those       

      who trespass against us.          

And lead us not into temptation,  

   but deliver us from evil.       

For thine is the kingdom,   

  and the power, and the glory,     

  for ever and ever.  Amen.  
 

Suffrages A  
 

V.   Show us your mercy, O Lord;  

R.   And grant us your salvation.  

V.   Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  

R.   Let your people sing with joy.  

V.   Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;  

R.   For only in you can we live in safety.  

V.   Lord, keep this nation under your care;  

R.   And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  

V.   Let your way be known upon earth;  

R.   Your saving health among all nations.  

V.   Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  

R.   Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  

V.   Create in us clean hearts, O God;  

R.   And sustain us by your Holy Spirit.  

 

Officiant 1    We remember today, O God, the slaughter of the holy 

innocents of Bethlehem by King Herod. Receive, we pray, into the 

arms of your mercy all innocent victims; and by your great might 

frustrate the designs of evil tyrants and establish your rule of 

justice, love, and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 

ever and ever. Amen.    The Collect of the Day 

 

 

Officiant 2    O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to 

know you is eternal life and to serve you is perfect freedom: 

Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; 

that we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of 

any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.     A Collect for Peace 

 

Officiant 1   Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light 

of your incarnate Word: Grant that this light, enkindled in our 

hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.  
   Collect for the  First Sunday after Christmas Day 

 

 

Officiant 2    Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love 

on the hard wood of the cross that everyone might come within 

the reach of your saving embrace:  So clothe us in your Spirit that 

we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not 

know you to the knowledge and love of you; for the honor of your 

Name.  Amen.                             Prayer for Mission 

 

The Peace and Greetings 

Officiant 2    The Peace of the Lord be always with you 

The worshippers exchange the Peace and greet one another. 

 

Thanksgivings and Intercessions 
One of the Officiants prays concerns shared in Chat.         

 



Closing Prayers 
 

Officiant 2    Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made. 

We bless you for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up our selves to your service, 

and by walking before you 

in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 
     The General Thanksgiving 

 

Officiant 1   Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time 

with one accord to make our common supplication to you; and 

you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two 

or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst 

of them:  Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be 

best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and 

in the age to come life everlasting.  Amen. 
     A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
 

Officiant 1    Let us bless the Lord. 

Officiant 2    Thanks be to God. 

Officiant 1    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 

God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all 

evermore. Amen.    2 Corinthians 13:14 

 


