
The Fifth Sunday of Easter

10:00 AM + May 2, 2021

Welcome!  You are invited to participate fully in our worship.

Whoever you are, wherever you are on your journey of faith, welcome!

The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two

The Word of God

Prelude: Meditation No. 1 Eric Thiman(1900-1975)



Offertory: Hymn 439   What wondrous love is this Wondrous Love

Used by permission: OneLicense #M-400579

Celebrant: Alleluia, Christ is risen.

People: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Celebrant Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily

magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.



Gloria in excelsis S278





The Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Let us pray together. Said in unison

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son Jesus

Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that

leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity

of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A Reading from the Book of Acts 8:26-40

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from

Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian

eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had

come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet

Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard

him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How

can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him.

Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,

and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. In his humiliation justice was

denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.”

The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about

someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the

good news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch

said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to

stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When

they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more,

and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the

region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

People’s response after the reading Thanks be to God.

Psalm 22:24-30

24   My praise is of him in the great assembly; *

I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him.

25   The poor shall eat and be satisfied, and those who seek the LORD shall praise him: *

“May your heart live for ever!”

26   All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, *

and all the families of the nations shall bow before him.

27   For kingship belongs to the LORD; *

he rules over the nations.

28   To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; *

all who go down to the dust fall before him.



29   My soul shall live for him; my descendants shall serve him; *

they shall be known as the LORD's for ever.

30   They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn *

the saving deeds that he has done.

A Reading from John’s 1

st

Letter 4:7-21

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows

God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God’s love was revealed among us in

this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that

we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since

God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one

another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen

and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. God abides in those who

confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known and believe the love that

God has for us.

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has been perfected

among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this

world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and

whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those who say, “I love

God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they

have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. The commandment we have from him is this: those

who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.

People’s response after the reading Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel according to John 15:1-8

People Said before the reading Said after the reading

Glory to you, Lord Christ. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to his disciples, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every branch

in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have

already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the

branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am

the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from

me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such

branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you,

ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much

fruit and become my disciples.”

The Sermon The Reverend Dr. Paul Kolbet

Silent Meditation

The Nicene Creed Spoken by all, standing.



We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from

God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is

seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

Who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.

He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins,

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.   Amen.

The Prayers of the People – Form V

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, for the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and

be found without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to you, O Lord.

For Michael our Presiding Bishop, for Alan and Gale our Bishops, for all bishops and other ministers, and for

all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease, and that all may be one

as you and the Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord.

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel to the ends of the earth,

we pray to you, O Lord.

For those who do not yet believe, and for those who have lost their faith, that they may receive the light

of the Gospel, we pray to you, O Lord.

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among nations and peoples,

we pray to you, O Lord.

For those in positions of public trust [especially Joe our President and Charlie our Governor], that they

may serve justice, and promote the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of creation, that the world may be

freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we pray to you, O Lord.

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, and all who are in

danger; that they may be relieved and protected, we pray to you, O Lord.

For this congregation, that we may be delivered from hardness of heart, and show forth your glory in all

that we do, we pray to you, O Lord.



For ourselves; for the forgiveness of our sins, and for the grace of the Holy Spirit to amend our lives, we

pray to you, O Lord.

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families, friends, and neighbors; that

being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord.

For ________________, we pray to you, O Lord.

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose faith is known to you alone,

that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we

pray to you, O Lord.

Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life to

Christ our God.

Silence

PRAY FOR THE ANGLICAN COMMUNION The Episcopal Church in Jerusalem & The Middle East.

We pray for our Presiding Bishop Michael; Alan and Gayle, our Bishops, for Paul, our Interim Rector and for

Valerie Cowart, Diaconate Candidate.

In our Diocese: St. Anne’s in-the-Fields Church, Lincoln, St. Paul’s Church, Natick, Trinity Chapel, Shirley,

St. Mark’s Church, Southborough, Congregations: Acolytes.

We also pray for the faith communities in Chelmsford, especially for Matthews Memorial Church.

PRAY FOR THOSE JOINING GOD’S MISSION IN OUR PARISH especially for the Rector Search Committee.

PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR PARISH IN NEED OF HEALING:

Laura Marshall recovery from gall bladder surgery

Scott Bempkins health concerns

Marcia Herlihy health concerns

Vi Flumerfelt health concerns

Mia Terris daughter of Jessica & Richard, looking for treatment options for mastocytosis

Elizabeth Sandoval health concerns

John MacKenzie cancer treatments at home

Molly Loder Brain cancer

Nate Barrow Medical concerns

Garrett Burgess Recovery of his sight

PRAY FOR FAMILY & FRIENDS OF OUR PARISHIONERS:

Beth, Greg & family friends of Scott Bempkins - slow & challenging recovery from spinal abscess

Nichols friend of the McSheehys- health concerns

Heather daughter of friend of Kate Friesner – recovery from having part of lung removed

Dawn niece of Karen Kowalski – health concerns

Betty Small cousin of Lois Freeman - hole in the retina of her right eye & has shingles

Peg Kearney sister of Kate Blount – who is suffering from Diabetes Complications

Janet Swanton friend of Lois Freeman – knee replacement surgery on April 30

Emily friend of Libby Maynard - prayers for health and healing

Ellen sister of Laura Geary – breast cancer

Diane Soboski friend of the Barry’s – cancer concerns

Meg C. friend of Laura Barry – undergoing chemo



Christina Tessier neighbor of the Ouellettes – recovery from stroke and for return of her vision

Tony Ganchi Paige LaRochelle’s friend’s grandfather - undergoing cancer treatment

Carolyn friend of Lois Freeman – tumor in her lung

Anna & Family friends of the LaRochelles - being evaluated for a possible heart transplant

Dan Willman son of Barbara Willman –being treated for multiple myeloma

Sampath S friend and work colleague of Scott Bempkins - cancer

Chris Gobron brother of Deb Collins – recurrence of esophageal cancer

Jennifer Sister of Lissie Bates-Haus - Cancer

Joanna Nickerson Deacon Bruce’s wife - Parkinsons

PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE AT HOME, IN NURSING HOMES, OR LIVING WITH CHRONIC ILLNESSES: Terry

Hunter, Brian Hunter’s brother, Chaz Freeman, Lois Freeman’s son, Vinnie and Jeanette Freeman, Larry Van

Walters, Ken Lager, twin brother of Kate Friesner, Katherine Luetters, Garrett Burgess, Ginny Wright, D’Youville,

Lowell

PRAY FOR THOSE IN THE ARMED FORCES AND THEIR FAMILIES: Especially for those who have been

deployed overseas, and for all others serving our country.

PRAY FOR OUR PARISHIONERS AND FAMILY WHO ARE HEALTH CARE WORKERS:

Theresa Camacho, Chris Pyne, Linda Cahill, Pam Meinhardt, Larisa Ducharme, Lois Freeman, Nancy St. Onge,

Kiyomi Hammoumi, Gail Carmichel, sister of Linda Coles, Leigh Lovely, sister of Lynn Gresock, Kathryn

Harrington, Ben, Dave, & Marlene Hillman, Michelle & Dave Colton, Dr. Amanda Kowalski,
daughter-in-law of Karen Kowalski, Cherie & Scott Hamelin, Christy Brodeur, Jessica McSheehy Del Llano,

Sean Olbert, Laura Andrews, Jennifer Haley, Meredith Ludlow, Edith Ndagirek, Rose Felzani

Celebrant adds a concluding collect

The Peace

The Peace of the Lord be always with you

And also with you

Announcements

Offertory: Voluntary No. 5 in D M John Alcock (1715-1806)

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Contemplative Eucharist

Concluding Prayer

Almighty God, our fast from Holy Communion does not arise out of any lack of devotion to you, but out

of the love you have commanded that we have for one another. Give us strength to endure and bless this

fast so that our spiritual hunger will lead us to worship you as one family once again gathered around your

altar where with your Son Jesus Christ you live and reign with the Holy Spirit, one God, unto ages of ages.



The Easter Blessing

May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the resurrection of his Son

our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the

Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.

Dismissal

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia!

Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude: Postlude Fanfare-Kenneth Leighton (1929-1988)

+
Join us for online coffee hour at 11am on Sunday! The Zoom link is found in an email invitation
sent on Sunday mornings.

Ministers for Today’s Service

Officiant: The Rev. Dr. Paul Kolbet

Choirmaster & Organist: Dr. Carl Klein

Lay Reader: Dave Kuzara

Lay Reader: Connie Pawelczak

Litanist: Katie LaRochelle

Psalm: Choir

Nicene Creed: Elizabeth Danieli


