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Sunday, December 18, 2022 

4:00 PM 

  

All Saints’ Church 

Chelmsford, Massachusetts 
  

 



(Hymns are at the end of the program) 

 

PRELUDE: “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”   -   Handbell Choir arr. Hart Morris 

PROCESSION OF THE CHOIRS  “Veni Emmanuel” Gerald Near (b. 1942) 

Officiant Let us pray. 

           GOD, who enfolds us in night’s sacred darkness, accept our evening sacrifice of prayer and 

praise. As frankincense was brought to the Christ Child by the magi, and as the angel 

offers incense before the throne of God amidst the prayers of all the saints, so now we 

bring to you our gift of incense. May these clouds ascending to you be a sign of our prayer. 

May their fragrance fill us with longing for the sweetness of Christ. May our offering this 

night honor and please you. This we pray through the one whose coming we await, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 

A bell is rung and all stand, as able. 

 Let my prayer come up as the incense Words: Psalm 141:2 

 (Sung by cantor) 

 Let my prayer come up as incense: 

 The lifting up of my hands 

   as an evening sacrifice. 

GREETING & BIDDING PRAYER 

Officiant Jesus Christ is the Light of the world. 

All The Great King who is to come. 

Officiant Dear friends in Christ, in the stillness of this church we gather to mark the season of 

Advent, a season of waiting upon the Lord; who came once in the flesh as Savior and 

Redeemer of the world, who comes daily in word, Sacrament, and ordinary moments of 

human encounter, who will come again in glorious majesty to establish God’s Kingdom of 

justice and peace. 

 Let us hear from prophets foretelling the first coming of Emmanuel and proclaiming “God 

with us.” Let us remember prophecies fulfilled in the distant past and strive to proclaim 

Christ’s transforming presence in our own generation. 

 Let us also pray for a renewed vision of God’s righteousness on earth; where healing is 

freely offered to all; the poor and the oppressed, the privileged and proud, the complacent 

and complicit, the sick and the suffering, prisoners and refugees, the forgotten and 

outcasts—that  together we may proclaim and enact the coming of God’s Reign. 

 May God give us ears to hear, minds to understand, and hearts to receive the message of 

Christ. 

All Amen. 

Please be seated. 

  

 



ANTIPHON I setting by Peter Hallock 

SAPIENTIA, quӕ ex ore Altissimi prodisti, attingens a fine usque ad finem, 

fortiter suaviter disponesque omnia; veni ad docendum nos viam prudentiӕ. 

WISDOM, you came from the mouth of the Most High, and reach from one end 

of the earth to another, mightily and sweetly ordering all things: Come, and teach us 

the way of prudence. 

READING I The Wisdom of Sirach 1:1-10 

isdom is from the Lord, 

and she dwells with God forever. 

The sand of the sea, the drops of rain, 

   and the days of eternity - who can count them? 

The height of heaven, the breadth of the earth, 

   the abyss, and wisdom - who can search them out? 

Wisdom was created before all other things, 

   and prudent understanding from eternity. 

The root of wisdom - to whom has it been revealed? 

   Her subtleties - who knows them? 

There is but one who is wise, greatly to be feared, 

   seated upon the throne - the Lord. 

It is God who created her; 

   who saw her and took her measure; 

   who poured her out upon all God’s works. 

   upon all the living, as a gift; 

   and lavished her upon those who love the Most High. 

   Please stand, as able 

HYMN 65  “Prepare the way, O Zion”  Tune: Bereden väg för Herran 

St. 1 -  choir; St. 2-3 -  sung by all 

     Please remain standing, as able 

COLLECT I O Wisdom, your words spoken in the beginning of creation generated a world of 

beauty and goodness: Come and instruct us in the way of prudence, that we may care 

for your world with justice and compassion; through the one whom we know as the 

Wisdom of the Ages, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

           All Amen. 

    Please be seated. 
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ANTIPHON II  Hallock 

 ADONAI, et Dux domus Israel, qui Moysi in igne flammӕ rubi apparuisti, et 

ei in Sina legem dedisti: veni ad redimendum nos in brachio extento. 

 ADONAI, Ruler of the house of Israel, you appeared to Moses in the fire of the 

burning bush; on Mount Sinai you gave him your law: with outstretched arm, 

come and redeem us. 

READING II Ezekiel 20:33-36, 40-41 

       s I LIVE, says the Lord GOD  surely with a mighty hand and an out  

                                  stretched arm, and with wrath poured out, I will be king over you. I will bring 

you out from the peoples and gather you out of the countries where you are 

scattered, with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, and with wrath poured out; 

and I will bring you into the wilderness of the peoples, and there I will enter into 

judgment with you face to face. As I entered into judgement with your ancestors in 

the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so I will enter into judgment with you, says the 

Lord GOD.  

 For on my holy mountain, the mountain height of Israel, says the Lord GOD, there 

all the house of Israel, all of them, shall serve me in the land; there I will accept 

them, and there I will require your contributions and the choicest of your gifts, with 

all your sacred things. As a pleasing odor I will accept you, when I bring you out 

from the peoples, and gather you out of the countries where you have been 

scattered; and I will manifest my holiness among you in the sight of the nations. 

HYMN 74 “Blest be the King whose coming” Tune: Valet will ich dir geben 

    Please stand, as able 

COLLECT II O Adonai, Ruler of the house of Israel, you rescued remnants of your people 

from slavery and exile; Come and with great might deliver us from all that 

binds us to sin and alienates us from you, through the one whom we know as 

Mighty Savior of all, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

               All Amen. 

    Please be seated. 
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ANTIPHON III Hallock 

 RADIX JESSE, qui stas in signum populorum, super quem continebunt rege 

os suum, quem gentes deprecabuntur: veni ad liberandum nos, iam noli tardare. 

 ROOT OF JESSE, you stand as an ensign to the peoples; before you kings 

shall keep silence, all nations bow in worship: Come and save us, and do not 

delay. 

READING III   Isaiah 11:1-10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 Please stand, as able. 

HYMN 81  “Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming “  Tune:  Es ist en Ros 

    Please remain standing, as able. 

COLLECT III    O Root of Jesse, you reach deep into our hearts, drawing forth our 

longing for justice: Come and plant within us a passion for your 

Kingdom; through the One whom we know as the Root of all 

righteousness, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

              All Amen. 

    Please be seated. 

  

 

 

       SHOOT shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 

         and  a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 

    the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

    the spirit of counsel and might, 

    the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

    or decide by what his ears hear; 

but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

    and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,  

    and with the breath of his lips 

    he shall kill the wicked. 

Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 

    and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

    the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

the lion and the calf and the fatling together, 

    and a little child shall lead them. 

The cow and the bear shall graze, 

    their young shall lie down together; 

    and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

The nursing child shall play 

over the hole of the asp, 

    and the weaned child shall put its hand 

    on the adder’s den. 

They will not hurt or destroy 

    on all my holy mountain; 

for the earth will be full 

    of the knowledge of the LORD 

       as the waters cover the sea. 

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations 

shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
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ANTIPHON IV Hallock 

                             CLAVIS DAVID, et sceptrum domus Israel; qui aperis,et nemo claudit; 

claudis et nemo aperit: veni, et educ vinctum de domo carceris, sedentem in 

tenebris, et umbra mortis. 

                              KEY OF DAVID, scepter of the house of Israel; you open and no one 

closes: you close and no one opens: Come and deliver us from the chains of 

prison - we who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death. 

READING IV  Revelation 3:7b-8, 11-13 

  HESE are the words of the holy one, the true one,  

  who has the key of David, 

  who opens and no one will shut, 

       who shuts and no one opens: 

 “I know your works. Look, I have set before you an open door, which no one is able to shut. I 

know that you have but little power, and yet you have kept my word and have not 

denied my name. I am coming soon; hold fast to what you have, so that no one may 

seize your crown. If you conquer, I will make you a pillar in the temple of my God; 

you will never go out of it. I will write on you the name of my God, and the name of 

the city of my God, the new Jerusalem that comes down from my God out of heaven, 

and my own new name. Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying 

to the churches.” 

  

HYMN 53  “Once he came in blessing” Tune: Gottes Sohn ist kommen 

  

    Please stand, as able. 

COLLECT IV O Key of David, you open and no one closes; you close and no one opens: Come 

and liberate us from captivity to our past, that we may face your future’s promise 

with boldness and purpose; through the One whom we know as the Son of 

David, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

                All Amen. 

  

    Please be seated. 
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ANTIPHON V  Hallock 

    ORIENS, splendor lucis ætermæ, et sol justitiæ: veni, et illumine sedentes  

     in tenebris, et umbra mortis. 

     RISING DAWN, brightness of the light eternal, sun of righteousness;  

     Come and enlighten those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death. 

READING V Malachi 4: 1-6 

       EE, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evil   

                    doers will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the LORD of hosts, so 

that it will leave them neither root nor branch. But for you who revere my name the sun of 

righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from 

the stall. And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your 

feet, on the day when I act, says the LORD of hosts. 

 Remember the teaching of my servant Moses, the statutes and ordinances that I commanded 

him at Horeb for all Israel. 

 Lo, I will send you the prophet Elijah before the great and terrible day of the LORD comes. 

He will turn the hearts of parents to their children and the hearts of children to their parents, 

so that I will not come and strike the land with a curse. 

HYMN 68  “Rejoice! Rejoice, believers” Tune: Llangloffan 

    Please stand, as able. 

COLLECT V   O Rising Dawn, you chase away the shadows of the night: Come and enlighten our 

darkness with visions of reconciliation, that we who are alienated one from another may see 

fullness of life together; through the One whom we know as the Light of the world, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

     All Amen. 

    Please be seated. 
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ANTIPHON VI  Hallock 

 REX GENTIUM, et desideratus earun, lapisque angularis, qui  

  facis utraque unum: veni, et salva hominin, quemde limo formasti. 

 KING OF NATIONS, and their desire, you are the cornerstone that binds 

  two into one: Come and save the creature whom you have fashioned from clay. 

READING VI Revelation 19:11-16 

     SAW heaven opened, and there was a white horse! Its rider is called Faithful  

     and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes are like a flame of 

fire, and on his head are many diadems; and he has a name inscribed that no one knows 

but himself. He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is called The Word of 

God. And the armies of heaven, wearing fine linen, white and pure, were following him 

on white horses. From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the 

nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron; he will tread the wine press of the fury 

of the wrath of God the Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he has a name inscribed, 

“King of kings and Lord of lords.” 

  

    Please stand, as able. 

HYMN 104 “A stable lamp is lighted” Tune: Andújar 

St. 1 - choir; Sts. 2 & 3 - all 

    Please remain standing, as able. 

  

COLLECT VI O King of the Nations, you defend the cause of the poor and raise up the oppressed 

of the earth: Come and build us into a world community where all are valued and 

the vulnerable protected; through the one whom we know as the chief cornerstone, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

              All Amen. 

    Please be seated. 
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ANTIPHON VII  Hallock 

 EMMANUEL, Rex et legifer noster, expectotio gentium, et Salvator earum; veni 

ad salvandum nos, Domine Deus noster. 

 EMMANUEL, our King and Lawgiver, the desire of the nations and their 

Salvation: Come and save us, O Lord our God. 
  

READING VII Isaiah 43:14a, 15-19a; 7:14-15 

  HUS says the LORD  

  your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: 

  I am the LORD, your Holy One, 

     the Creator of Israel, your King. 

  Thus says the LORD, 

     who makes a way in the sea, 

     a path in the mighty waters, 

  who brings out chariot and horse, 

     army and warrior; 

  they lie down, they cannot rise, 

     they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: 

  Do not remember the former things, 

     or consider the things of old. 

  I am about to do a new thing: 

     now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 

 The Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a 

son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how 

to refuse the evil and choose the good. 

CAROL Advent Carol  Philip Ledger (1937-2012) 

 The angel Gabriel came unto Mary, His wings drifted snow, his eyes as flame, ‘All hail’ said he, 

‘Thou lowly maid, The Lord has blest and sanctified thy name.’ 

 ‘For thou shalt bear a son known as Emmanuel, Most highly favoured lady thou shalt be, Thy son 

shall bring joy to the world, All generations laud and honour thee.’ 

 Then Mary clasped her hands in supplication, ‘Behold the handmaid of the Lord!’ she said, ‘Thy 

will be done, I have no fear.’ And with these words she meekly bowed her head. 

    Please stand, as able. 

COLLECT VII O Emmanuel, God with us, you dwell beyond our farthest reach, yet are nearer to us 

than we are to ourselves: Come among us in these days of Advent expectation, that we may give 

birth to what is true, just, beautiful and good; for you are the One whom we know as Lord, and the 

Creator and the Holy Spirit, you abide with us, one God, now and forever. 

   All Amen. 
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    Please remain standing, as able. 

BLESSING 

 Officiant May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came 

among us in great humility, sanctify you with the light of God’s blessing and 

set you free from all sin. 

  All Amen. 

  Officiant May he whose second Coming in power and great glory 

we await, make you steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love. 

  All Amen. 

  Officiant May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our 

Redeemer, 

    at his second Advent be rewarded with unending life. 

  All Amen. 

  Officiant And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. 

  All Amen. 

  

    A bell is rung seven times. 

Hymn 56 “O come, O Come, Emmanuel” Tune: Veni, veni Emmanuel 

St. 1 - Choirs; St.. 2, 3, 4 - all; St. 5 - Choirs; St. 6, 7, 8 - all 

DISMISSAL The Officiant dismisses the Assembly. 

  The Assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

  

PROCESSION OF THE CHOIRS 

Prelude in E minor  J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN 65  “Prepare the way, O Zion”  Tune: Bereden väg för Herran 

St. 1 -  choir; St. 2-3 -  sung by all 

 

  

Used by permission: OneLicense #M-400579 



HYMN 74 “Blest be the King whose coming” Tune: Valet will ich dir geben 
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HYMN 81  “Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming “  Tune:  Es ist en Ros 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Used by permission: OneLicense #M-400579 



HYMN 53  “Once he came in blessing” Tune: Gottes Sohn ist kommen 
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HYMN 68  “Rejoice! Rejoice, believers” Tune: Llangloffan 
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HYMN 104 “A stable lamp is lighted” Tune: Andújar 

St. 1 - choir; Sts. 2 & 3 - all 
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Hymn 56 “O come, O Come, Emmanuel” Tune: Veni, veni Emmanuel 
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