The Fourth Sunday of Easter
10:00 AM + April 30, 2023

Welcome! You are invited to participate fully in our worship. Whoever you are, wherever you are on
your journey of faith, welcome! Please contact the church office (aschurch @allsaintschelmsford.org) if
you would like to receive our weekly e-bulletin. Children’s Church School at 10:00 a.m., visitors are
welcome to join at anytime.

The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two
The Word of God

(Hymns at end of the bulletin)

Prelude: Variations on "Holy Manna" arranged by Dan R. Edwards
All Saints’ Handbell Choir

Hymn 478: Jesus, our mighty Lord Tune: Monk’s Gate

Celebrant Alleluia, Christ is risen
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Celebrant Collect for Purity
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Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.

Let us pray together.

Collect for The Fourth Sunday of Easter Said in unison

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear his voice we
may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy
Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A Reading from the Book of Acts 2:42-47

Those who had been baptized devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers.

Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. All
who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions and
goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time
together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts,
praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their
number those who were being saved.



People’s response after the reading Thanks be to God.

Psalm 23 (Sung by the congregation)

Jerome Webster Meachen

(b. 1930)
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The LORD is my shepherd; *
| shall not be in want.

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.

3 He revives my soul *
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake.

4 Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
| shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
and | will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

A Reading from 1% Peter 2:19-25

It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. If you endure
when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do right and
suffer for it, you have God's approval. For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for
you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps.

“He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.”

When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted
himself to the one who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free
from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. For you were going
astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.

People’s response after the reading Thanks be to God.

Hymn 644: How sweet the name of Jesus sounds Tune: St. Peter

The Holy Gospel according to John 10:1-10
People  Said before the reading Said after the reading
Glory to you, Lord Christ. Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “Very truly, | tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in

by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep.
The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name



and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow
him because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because
they do not know the voice of strangers.” Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not
understand what he was saying to them.

So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, | tell you, | am the gate for the sheep. All who came before
me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. | am the gate. Whoever enters by me

will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and
destroy. | came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”

Sermon The Reverend Sean Maloney

The Nicene Creed Spoken by all, standing.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen
and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the
Father.

Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son. With the Father and the Son, he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the
Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

Prayers of the People—Form 1v
Deacon or other leader

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in
your love, and reveal your glory in the world.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may
honor one another and serve the common good.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.



Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the
service of others and to your honor and glory.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and
love one another as he loves us.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their
troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray
that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

The Peace

All stand

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Announcements

The Holy Communion
Offertory: savior like a shepherd lead us Hal Hopson (b. 1933)
The Great Thanksgiving - Enriching Our Worship 2

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant.



From before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all
things into being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing.

You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and
wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us.

Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this day we join with Saints
and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we
sing
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Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God.

To deliver us from the power of sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked
with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy
child of God.

Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and
proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were
heedless of his call to walk in love.

Then the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by
you. On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friend. He took bread, gave
thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and
said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and
for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ crucified and risen, who
was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living
sacrifice.



Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and blood of Christ. Breathe your
Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world
you have made.

In the fullness of time bring us, with (—- and) all your saints, from every tribe and language and
people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory,
and praise, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer BCP p. 364

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
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Setting: Gerald R. Near (b. 1942)

Celebrant

The Gifts You are invited as you feel moved to join us for Communion today. Simply move into the aisle
as the Ushers assist you. If you would like to receive communion place your hands out and the priest will
give you a piece of bread (or gluten free if needed). You may then receive wine from either the chalice or
the individual cup. At this time intinction (dijpping) is not permitted. Communion in one kind for any
reasons is fully acceptable and has wide use in the tradition. If you don’t want to share in communion but
want to share in this holy moment come forward with your hands across your heart to receive a blessing.

Communion Music:



Organ: Sheep may safely graze (from Cantata #208) J.S. Bach (1685-1750)
Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most
precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy
mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as
faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now
and for ever. Amen.

Blessing
Hymn 645: The King of Love my Shepherd is Tune: $t. Columba
The Dismissal
Postlude: By Verdant Pastures Eric Thiman (1900-1975)
Hymn 478: Jesus, our mighty Lord Tune: Monk’s Gate
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Hymn 644: How sweet the name of Jesus sounds

Tune: St. Peter
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1 How sweet the Name of Je - sus sounds in a be - liev - er’s  ear!
2 It makes the wound - ed spi - rit whole, and calms the trou-bled breast;
3 Dear Name, the rock on which 1 build, my shield and hid - ing - place,
4 O Je - sus! Shep - herd, Guard-ian, Friend, O Pro-phet, Priest, and King,
*5 Weak is the ef - fort of my heart, and cold my warm-est thought;
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41 my Lord, my Life, my Way, my End, ac - cept the praise I bring.
5 but when T see thee as thou art, Tl praise thee as 1 ought.
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Hymn 645: The King of Love my Shepherd is

Tune: St. Columba
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