
The Third Sunday of Easter 

10:00 AM + April 23, 2023 
 

Welcome! You are invited to participate fully in our worship. Whoever you are, wherever you are on 

your journey of faith, welcome! Please contact the church office (aschurch@allsaintschelmsford.org) if 

you would like to receive our weekly e-bulletin. Children’s Church School at 10:00 a.m., visitors are 

welcome to join at anytime. 

 

The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two 

The Word of God 

 

(Hymns at end of the bulletin) 

 

Prelude: Christ lag in Todesbanden J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 

Hymn 179: Welcome Happy Morning (vs. 1, 4, 5, 6 omit * vs) Tune: Fortunatas 

Celebrant   Alleluia, Christ is risen 

People       The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 

Celebrant   Collect for Purity 

Glory to God  Blue Hymnal S-278 

 

about:blank


 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People      And also with you. 

Let us pray together. 

Collect for The Third Sunday of Easter                               Said in unison 

O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread: Open the 

eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

A Reading from the Book of Acts 2:14a, 36-41  

Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd, “Let the entire house of 

Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you 

crucified.” 

Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, 

“Brothers, what should we do?” Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the 

name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord 

our God calls to him.” And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save 



yourselves from this corrupt generation.” So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and 

that day about three thousand persons were added. 

People’s response after the reading Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 116:1-3, 10-17    (Sung by the choir)  

1   I love the LORD, because he has heard the voice of my supplication,* 

because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him. 

2   The cords of death entangled me; the grip of the grave took hold of me;* 

I came to grief and sorrow. 

3   Then I called upon the Name of the LORD: * 

"O LORD, I pray you, save my life." 

10   How shall I repay the LORD* 

for all the good things he has done for me? 

11   I will lift up the cup of salvation * 

and call upon the Name of the LORD. 

12   I will fulfill my vows to the LORD* 

in the presence of all his people. 

13   Precious in the sight of the LORD* 

is the death of his servants. 

14   O LORD, I am your servant; * 

I am your servant and the child of your handmaid; 

you have freed me from my bonds. 

15   I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving* 

and call upon the Name of the LORD. 

16   I will fulfill my vows to the LORD* 

in the presence of all his people, 

17   In the courts of the LORD's house,* 

in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 

Hallelujah! 

 

A Reading from 1
st
 Peter 1:17-23 

If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds, live in 

reverent fear during the time of your exile. You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways 

inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, but with the precious blood 

of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. He was destined before the foundation of the 

world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. Through him you have come to trust in 

God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God. 

Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mutual 

love, love one another deeply from the heart. You have been born anew, not of perishable but of 

imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God. 

People’s response after the reading Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn 193: That Easter Day with Joy was bright Tune: Puer nobis 

 



The Holy Gospel according to Luke 24:13-35  

People Said before the reading Said after the reading 

 Glory to you, Lord Christ. Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Now on that same day two of Jesus' disciples were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles 

from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. While they were 

talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from 

recognizing him. And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” 

They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you 

the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” 

He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet 

mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed 

him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to 

redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. Moreover, 

some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and when they 

did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels 

who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the 

women had said; but they did not see him.” Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how 

slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah 

should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the 

prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 

As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. But 

they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly 

over.” So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed 

and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he 

vanished from their sight. They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he 

was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” That same hour they got up 

and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. They 

were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had 

happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 

Sermon The Reverend Spencer Hatcher 

(Executive Director of the Barbara C. Harris Camp and Conference Center) 

The Nicene Creed     Spoken by all, standing. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 

and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 

from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 

Father. 

Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by 

the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For 

our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son. With the Father and the Son, he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the 

Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.   

Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People—Form 1V 

Deacon or other leader 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in 

your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may 

honor one another and serve the common good. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the 

service of others and to your honor and glory. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and 

love one another as he loves us. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their 

troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray 

that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

 

The Peace 

All stand  



The peace of the Lord be always with you.   

And also with you. 

 

Announcements 

 

 

The Holy Communion 

Offertory Anthem: Christ Jesus lay in death’s strong bands (Hymn 186)  

The Great Thanksgiving   - Enriching Our Worship 2 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. 

From before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all 

things into being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. 

You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and 

wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. 

Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this day we join with Saints 

and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we 

sing  

Sanctus S-128 

 



Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. 

To deliver us from the power of sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked 

with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy 

child of God. 

Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and 

proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were 

heedless of his call to walk in love. 

Then the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by 

you. On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friend. He took bread, gave 

thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and 

said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and 

for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ crucified and risen, who 

was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living 

sacrifice. 

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and blood of Christ. Breathe your 

Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world 

you have made. 

In the fullness of time bring us, with (—- and) all your saints, from every tribe and language and 

people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world. 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, 

and praise, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer BCP p. 364 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into  

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

  



The Breaking of the Bread 

Fraction Anthem  S-155 

 

Celebrant 

The Gifts You are invited as you feel moved to join us for Communion today. Simply move into the aisle 

as the Ushers assist you. If you would like to receive communion place your hands out and the priest will 

give you a piece of bread (or gluten free if needed). You may then receive wine from either the chalice or 

the individual cup. At this time intinction (dipping) is not permitted. Communion in one kind for any 

reasons is fully acceptable and has wide use in the tradition. If you don’t want to share in communion but 

want to share in this holy moment come forward with your hands across your heart to receive a blessing. 

Communion Music:  

Organ: Christ lag in Todesbanden Heinrich Scheidemann (ca. 1595-1663) 

Celebrant   Let us pray. 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most 

precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy 

mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 

And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as 

faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now 

and for ever. Amen. 

Blessing 

Hymn 460: Alleluia, sing to Jesus (vs 1, 3, 4) Tune: Hyfrydol 

The Dismissal 

Postlude: Christ lag in Todesbanden Samuel Scheidt (1587-1654) 

 

  



Hymn 179: Welcome Happy Morning (vs. 1, 4, 5, 6 omit * vs) Tune: Fortunatas 

 
  



 

  

Used by permission: OneLicense #M-400579 



Hymn 193: That Easter Day with Joy was bright Tune: Puer nobis 

 
 
 
 
 

Hymn 460: Alleluia, sing to Jesus (vs 1, 3, 4) Tune: Hyfrydol 
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