
The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

10:00 AM + May 7, 2023 
 

Welcome! You are invited to participate fully in our worship. Whoever you are, wherever you are on 

your journey of faith, welcome! Please contact the church office (aschurch@allsaintschelmsford.org) if 

you would like to receive our weekly e-bulletin. Children’s Church School at 10:00 a.m., visitors are 

welcome to join at anytime. 

 

The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two 

The Word of God 

 

(Hymns at end of the bulletin) 

 

Prelude: Pastorale Sydney Watson (1903-1991) 

Hymn 432: O praise ye the Lord Tune: Laudate Dominum 

Celebrant   Alleluia, Christ is risen 

People       The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 

Celebrant   Collect for Purity 

Glory to God  Blue Hymnal S-278 

 

about:blank


 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People      And also with you. 

Let us pray together. 

Collect for The Fifth Sunday of Easter                               Said in unison 

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son Jesus 

Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that 

leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

A Reading from the Book of Acts 7:55-60  

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing 

at the right hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing 

at the right hand of God!” But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together 

against him. Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid 

their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, 

“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not 

hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 

People’s response after the reading Thanks be to God. 



Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16   (Sung by the congregation)  

 

1   In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; * 

deliver me in your righteousness. 

2   Incline your ear to me; * 

make haste to deliver me. 

3   Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, 

for you are my crag and my stronghold; * 

for the sake of your Name, lead me and guide me. 

4   Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, * 

for you are my tower of strength. 

5   Into your hands I commend my spirit, * 

for you have redeemed me, O LORD, O God of truth. 

15   My times are in your hand; * 

rescue me from the hand of my enemies,  

and from those who persecute me. 

16   Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 

and in your loving-kindness save me. 

 

A Reading from 1
st
 Peter 2:2-10 

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation— if 

indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 

like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual 

sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: “See, I am laying in Zion a 

stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the builders 

rejected has become the very head of the corner”, and “A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock 

that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may 

proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you 

were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, 

but now you have received mercy. 

People’s response after the reading Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn 457: Thou art the way Tune: St. James 

 



The Holy Gospel according to John 14:1-14  

People Said before the reading Said after the reading 

 Glory to you, Lord Christ. Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house 

there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place 

for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that 

where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.” Thomas 

said to him, “Lord, we do not know where  

you are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the 

life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. 

From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been 

with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. 

How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in 

me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his 

works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me 

because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the 

works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. I will 

do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you 

ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

Sermon The Reverend Sean Maloney 

 

The Nicene Creed     Spoken by all, standing. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 

and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 

from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 

Father. 

Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by 

the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For 

our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son. With the Father and the Son, he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the 

Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.   

Amen. 

 

 



Prayers of the People—Form 1V 

Deacon or other leader 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in 

your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may 

honor one another and serve the common good. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the 

service of others and to your honor and glory. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and 

love one another as he loves us. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their 

troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray 

that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

 

The Peace 

All stand  

The peace of the Lord be always with you.   

And also with you. 

 

Announcements 

 

 

 

 

 



The Holy Communion 

Offertory: I give you a new commandment Peter Aston (1938-2013)  

The Great Thanksgiving   - Enriching Our Worship 2 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. 

From before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all 

things into being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. 

You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and 

wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. 

Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this day we join with Saints 

and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we 

sing  

Sanctus S-128 

 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. 

To deliver us from the power of sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked 

with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy 

child of God. 



Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and 

proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were 

heedless of his call to walk in love. 

Then the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by 

you. On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friend. He took bread, gave 

thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and 

said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and 

for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ crucified and risen, who 

was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living 

sacrifice. 

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and blood of Christ. Breathe your 

Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world 

you have made. 

In the fullness of time bring us, with (—- and) all your saints, from every tribe and language and 

people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world. 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, 

and praise, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer BCP p. 364 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into  

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Fraction Anthem  S-155 

 

Celebrant 

The Gifts You are invited as you feel moved to join us for Communion today. Simply move into the aisle 

as the Ushers assist you. If you would like to receive communion place your hands out and the priest will 

give you a piece of bread (or gluten free if needed). You may then receive wine from either the chalice or 

the individual cup. At this time intinction (dipping) is not permitted. Communion in one kind for any 

reasons is fully acceptable and has wide use in the tradition. If you don’t want to share in communion but 

want to share in this holy moment come forward with your hands across your heart to receive a blessing. 

Communion Music:  

Organ: Communion et Invocation Alexandre Guilmant (1837-1911) 

Hymn 487: Come, my Way Tune: The Call 

Celebrant   Let us pray. 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most 

precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy 

mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 

And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as 

faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now 

and for ever. Amen. 

Blessing 

Hymn 517: How lovely is thy dwelling place Tune: Brother James’ Air 

The Dismissal 

Postlude: Fanfare in D Nicholas Jacques Lemmens (1823-1881) 

 

 

 

 



Hymn 432: O praise ye the Lord Tune: Laudate Dominum 

 

Used by permission: OneLicense #M-400579 



Hymn 457: Thou art the way Tune: St. James 

 
 
Hymn 487: Come, my Way Tune: The Call 

 

Used by permission: OneLicense #M-400579 



Hymn 517: How lovely is thy dwelling place Tune: Brother James’ Air 

 

Used by permission: OneLicense #M-400579 


