All Welcome All Loved All Saints

art by Anna Condor

The Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost
10:00 AM + September 10, 2023



Welcome! You are invited to participate fully in our worship. Whoever you are, wherever you are
on your journey of faith, welcome! Please contact the church office
(aschurch @allsaintschelmsford.org) if you would like to receive our weekly e-bulletin..

The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two
The Word of God

Prelude: Werde munter, mein g’'mute — Percy Whitlock (1903-1946)
Hymn: We rejoice to be God'’s chosen Nettleton
(to be sung in the tune of: Come Thou fount)

We rejoice to be God’s chosen not through virtue, work or skill,
But because God'’s love is generous, unconformed to human will,
And because God'’s love is restless like the surging of the sea

We are pulled by heaven’s dynamic, to become not just to be.

We rejoice to be God’s chosen to be gathered to God’s side
Not to build a pious ghetto or be steeped in selfish pride,
But to celebrate the goodness of the one who sets us free,
From the smallness of our vision, to become, not just to be.

We rejoice to be God’s chosen to align with heaven’s intent,

To await where we are summoned and accept where we are sent,
We rejoice to be God'’s chosen and, amidst all that we see,

To anticipate with wonder that the best is yet to be!

Liturgy of the Word

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.
Celebrant Collect for Purity
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Collect Said in unison

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People

And also with you.

Celebrant : Together let us pray.



Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you
always resist the proud who confide in their own strength, so you
never forsake those who make their boast of your mercy; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

A Reading from the Book of Exodus 12:1-14

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month
shall mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month
of the year for you. Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the
tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb
for each household. If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it
shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be
divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. Your
lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from
the sheep or from the goats. You shall keep it until the fourteenth day
of this month; then the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall
slaughter it at twilight. They shall take some of the blood and put it
on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat
it. They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted
over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Do not eat any
of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its head,
legs, and inner organs. You shall let none of it remain until the
morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. This
is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet,
and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the
passover of the Lord. For | will pass through the land of Egypt that
night, and | will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both
human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt | will execute
judgments: | am the Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you on the
houses where you live: when | see the blood, | will pass over you,
and no plague shall destroy you when 1 strike the land of Egypt.



This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate
it as a festival to the Lord; throughout your generations you shall
observe it as a perpetual ordinance.

People’s response after the reading Thanks be to God.
Psalm 119:33-40 $415
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33 Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, *
and | shall keep it to the end.

34 Give me understanding, and | shall keep your law; *
| shall keep it with all my heart.

35 Make me go in the path of your commandments, *
for that is my desire.

36 Incline my heart to your decrees *
and not to unjust gain.

37 Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; *
give me life in your ways.

38 Fulfill your promise to your servant, *
which you make to those who fear you.

39 Turn away the reproach which | dread, *
because your judgments are good.

40 Behold, I long for your commandments; *
in your righteousness preserve my life.



A Reading from the Letter to the Romans 13:8-14

Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who
loves another has fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You shall
not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You
shall not covet™; and any other commandment, are summed up in
this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to
a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment
for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than
when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let
us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light;
let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness,
not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy.
Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the
flesh, to gratify its desires.

People’s response after the reading Thanks be to God.
Hymn: 379 God is Love, let heaven adore Him
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The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 18:15-20
People Said before the reading Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “If another member of the church sins against you, go and
point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member
listens to you, you have regained that one. But if you are not listened
to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may



be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If the
member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the
offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you
as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly | tell you, whatever you bind
on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth
will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly 1 tell you, if two of you agree
on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father
in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, | am
there among them.”

Said after the reading Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon The Reverend Sean Maloney

The Nicene Creed Spoken by all, standing.
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with
the Father.

Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death
and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and
his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the
Son, he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the
Prophets.



We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

Prayers of the People—Form v

Deacon or other leader

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be
united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your
glory in the world.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer.
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of
justice and peace; that we may honor one another and serve the
common good.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer.
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we
may use its resources rightly in the service of others and to your
honor and glory.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer.
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we
may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us.
Silence

Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer.
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give
them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of
your salvation.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer.



We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for
them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your
saints in your eternal kingdom.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer.
Silence

The People may add their own petitions.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

The Deacon or Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Confession
Minister and People

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and
we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and
walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
All stand

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Announcements:: Birthdays and Anniversaries



The Holy Communion

Offertory: How lovely is thy dwelling place
Brother James Air, arr. Klein

The Great Thanksgiving - Prayer 1 Enriching our worship

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Celebrant: 1t is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks,
all-holy God, source of life and fountain of mercy.

You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us
with your constant love; you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and
knit us into one body. Through your Spirit you replenish us and call
us to fullness of life.

Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful
of every generation, we lift our voices with all creation as we sing:

10
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The Celebrant continues

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of
life. You formed us in your own image and called us to dwell in
your infinite love. You gave the world into our care that we might
be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace. But
we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we
would not see your goodness in the world around us; and so we
violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love.
Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of
salvation for all people. Through Abraham and Sarah you called us
into covenant with you. You delivered us from slavery, sustained us
in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of
salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word,
made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the human family, and
dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to
death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of
freedom and life.
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On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took
bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave
it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which is given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had
given thanks, he gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you
and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this
for the remembrance of me.” Therefore we proclaim the mystery of
faith:

Celebrant and People
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you
from your creation this bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit
may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ.
Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy
Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the
everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with [

and] all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we
may praise your Name for ever. Through Christ and with Christ and
in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and
praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer BCP p. 364

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
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temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
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Setting: Gerald R. Near (b, 1842y

The Gifts You are invited as you feel moved to join us for
Communion today. Simply move into the aisle as the Ushers assist
you. If you would like to receive communion place your hands out
and the priest will give you a piece of bread (or gluten free if
needed). You may then receive wine from either the chalice or the
individual cup. At this time intinction (dipping) is not permitted.
Communion in one kind for any reasons is fully acceptable and has
wide use in the tradition. If you don’t want to share in communion
but want to share in this holy moment come forward with your
hands across your heart to receive a blessing.

Communion Music:
Organ: Rockingham — Gordan Cameron (1900-1989)

Hymn: 327 My God, thy table now is spread Rockingham
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Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the
spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our
Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that
we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your

eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to
do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To
him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and

for ever. Amen.

Blessing

Hymn: 336 Come with us, O blessed Jesus

Werde munter, mein g'mute
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The Dismissal

Celebrant : Let us go forth in the name of the Lord Alleluia, Alleluia,
Alleluia

People: Thanks be to God Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia

Postlude: Werde munter, mein g'mute —  J. S. Bach (1685-1750)
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Crayons have been provided in the pews to facilitate drawing while listening to
the service. If you would like to share your pew art, please leave it in the
basket in the Nartthex labeled: "Pew Art". Thank you!
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