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The First Sunday of Advent
10:00 AM + December 3 2023



Welcome! You are invited to participate fully in our worship. Whoever you are, wherever you are
on your journey of faith, welcome! Please contact the church office
(aschurch@allsaintschelmsford.org) if you would like to receive our weekly e-bulletin..

The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two
The Word of God

Prelude: Nun komm der Heiden Heiland Andreas Vetter,, J.5. Bach,
A Processional for Advent Rachel Aarons (1984-)
Nun Komn der Heiden Heiland Helmut Walcha

Hymn: Once he came in blessing Blue Hymnal 53

Celebrant Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
People Glory to God for ever and ever.
Celebrant Collect for Purity

Kyrie: Lord, have mercy Blue hymnal $-91
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Celebrant:  Together let us pray.

Collect Said in unison

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of
darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the time of
this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us
in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come
again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the
dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah 64:1-9

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down,
so that the mountains would quake at your presence--
as when fire kindles brushwood
and the fire causes water to boil--
to make your name known to your adversaries,
so that the nations might tremble at your presence!
When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect,
you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.
From ages past no one has heard,
no ear has perceived,


about:blank

no eye has seen any God besides you,
who works for those who wait for him.
You meet those who gladly do right,
those who remember you in your ways.
But you were angry, and we sinned;
because you hid yourself we transgressed.
We have all become like one who is unclean,
and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth.
We all fade like a leaf,
and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
There is no one who calls on your name,
or attempts to take hold of you;
for you have hidden your face from us,

and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.

Yet, O LORD, you are our Father;
we are the clay, and you are our potter;
we are all the work of your hand.

Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD,
and do not remember iniquity forever.
Now consider, we are all your people.

People’s response after the reading

Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18

Robert Knox Kennedy

(b. 1945)
0O 1|
o= ] i ] 1
L t +—=———e—t+o—H
PY) = h-’- 2 - =3 - h-a- .o

=

o - ® | T
ﬁ!}nl Z $ ia - HE - i

[~4

00

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; *

shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.

2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, *
stir up your strength and come to help us.

3 Restore us, O God of hosts; *

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

4 O LorD God of hosts, *

Thanks be to God.

how long will you be angered despite the prayers of your people?

5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; *
you have given them bowls of tears to drink.

6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, *
and our enemies laugh us to scorn.

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; *

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, *

the son of man you have made so strong for yourself.



17 And so will we never turn away from you; *
give us life, that we may call upon your Name.

18 Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; *
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

A Reading from the first Letter to the Corinthians 1:3-9
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

| give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you
in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of
every kind-- just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you-- so that you
are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He
will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord
Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord.

People’s response after the reading Thanks be to God.

Hymn: God the sculptor of the mountains
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1. God the sculp-tor of the moun-tains,God the mil-ler of the sand,
2. God the nui-sance to  the Pha - rach,God the cleav-er of the  sea,

3. God the un - ex-pect -ed in - fant, God the calm, de-ter-mined youth,
4.God the dress-er of the vine - yard,God the plant-er of the wheat,
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God the jewel-er of the heav-ens, Godthe pot - ter of the land:
God the pil - lar of  thc dark-ncss, God the  bea - con of the free:
God the ta - ble turn - ing pro - phet, God the  res - ur-rect-ed  Truth:
God the rcap-cr of the har-vest, God the source of all wc cat:

you are womb of all ¢cre - @ - tion, we are form - less; shape us  now.
you are gate of all de - liv’ - rance, we are sight - less; lead us  now.
you are pres-enl ev-ery mo - menl, we are search-ing: meel us now.
you arc lLost at cv-cry ta - ble, we are hun - gry; feed us  now.
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The Holy Gospel according to Mark 13:24-37

People  Said before the reading Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering,

the sun will be darkened,

and the moon will not give its light,

and the stars will be falling from heaven,

and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.

Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then he will
send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the
ends of heaven.

“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves,
you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he
is near, at the very gates. Truly | tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things
have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only
the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man
going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and
commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know
when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at
dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what | say to you | say to all:
Keep awake.™

Said after the reading Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Sermon Reverend Sean Maloney
The Nicene Creed Spoken by all, standing.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being
with the Father.

Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no
end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son. With the Father and the Son, he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the
Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen.



Prayers of the People— Form IlI
The Leader and People pray responsively

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and
humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and

Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations

of the world; % \ /
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. . —-

L
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; /

That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
Silence

The People may add their own petitions.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect

Confession
Minister and People

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.



The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

All stand

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Announcements: Birthdays and Anniversaries

The Holy Communion

Offertory: Oh, Come, the Nations’ Savior Hugo Distler (1908-1942)
Eucharistic Prayer 2 \
)
Celebrant The Lord be with you. (7Y
People And also with you. ) 2
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. )
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People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. A
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Celebrant By Wi L

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before
time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into
being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in
your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and wandered far
away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. Time and again you
called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the
chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing (say):

Celebrant and People
Sanctus: Holy, holy, holy Blue Hymnal $-114

The Celebrant continues

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and
death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing
servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us,
Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good
news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to



walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and
to be glorified by you.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it;
and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel
containing the wine to be consecrated.

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks
to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine.
Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood
of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen,
who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a
living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of
Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of
Christ given for the world you have made. In the fullness of time bring us, with [

and] all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet
prepared from the foundation of the world. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer BCP p. 364

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Fraction Anthem: O Lamb of God Blue Hymnal $-158

The Gifts You are invited as you feel moved to join us for Communion today. Simply move into
the aisle as the Ushers assist you. If you would like to receive communion place your hands out
and the priest will give you a piece of bread (or gluten free if needed). You may then receive
wine from either the chalice or the individual cup. At this time intinction (dipping) is not
permitted. Communion in one kind for any reasons is fully acceptable and has wide use in the
tradition. If you don’t want to share in communion but want to share in this holy moment come
forward with your hands across your heart to receive a blessing.

Communion Music:

What does the Lord require of you? Jim Strathdee
Please join the choir in singing our “All Together” hymn. MHSO 153
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Words and Music: Jim Strathdee € 1888 Desert Flower Music, PO Box 1476, Carmichael, CA 95808 [www strathdee_music.com).
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Stay awake, be ready Christopher Walker (1947-)

Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most
precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy
mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as
faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory,
now and for ever. Amen.

Hymn: The King shall come when morning dawns Blue Hymnal 73

The Dismissal

Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of the Lord Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia
People: Thanks be to God Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia
Postlude: Nun komm der Heiden Heiland Paul Manz (1919-2009)



Hymn: Once he came in blessing Blue Hymnal 53
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1 Once he came in bless - ing, all our ills re - dress - ing;
2 Still he comes with - in s, still  his  voice would  win us
3 Thus, if thou canst name him, not a-shamed to claim him,
4 One who thus en - dur - cth bright re - ward se - cur - cth,
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came in like-ness low - ly, Son of God most ho - ly;
from the sins that hurt wus, would to Truth con - vert us:
but wilt trust him bold - ly nor dost love him cold - ly,
Come, then, O Lord Je - sus, from our sins re - lease us;
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bore the cross to save us, hope and free - dom gave us.
not in tor-ment hold us, but im love en - fold us.
he will then re - ceive thee, heal thee, and for - give thee.
let us here con - fess thee till in heaven we  bless thee.



Hymn: The King shall come when morning dawns
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Blue Hymnal 73

|  m——

LA | |
- S— P——————— —————————————— |

h 4 | |
p LI ‘ ~ | | | |
% F_r L ,
¢ ot R A

1 The King shall come when morn - ing dawns and

2 Not, as of old, a lit - tle child, to

83 The King shall come when morn - ing dawns and

4 and let the end - less bliss be - gin, by

5 The King shall come when morn - ing dawns and
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1 light tri - um-phant breaks; when beau - ty gilds  the

2  bear, and fight, and die, but crowned with  glo - rv

3 earth’s dark night is past; O haste  the ris - ing

4 wear - ¥y saints fore - told, when right  shall tri - umph

b light and beau - ty brings:  Hail, Christ the Lord! Thy
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1 east - emn hills  and life 1o joy a - wakes.
2 like the sun  that lights the morn - ing sky.
5 of that morn, the day that e’er shall last;
4 o - ver wrong, and truth shall be ex - tolled.
5 peo - ple pray. come quick - ly, King of kings.
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