The Twenty-fifth Sunday After Pentecost
10:00 AM + November 19, 2023

Welcome! You are invited to participate fully in our worship. Whoever you are, wherever you are
on your journey of faith, welcome! Please contact the church office
(aschurch@allsaintschelmsford.org) if you would like to receive our weekly e-bulletin..

The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two
The Word of God

PRELUDE: Westminster Carillon Michael Bedford (1949-)
Hymn: / want to walk as a child of the light Blue Hymnal 490
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Celebrant Collect for Purity

Gloria: Glory to God Black/Red Hymnal 243

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant:  Together let us pray.

Collect Said in unison
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so to hear
them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold fast the
blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A Reading from the Book of Judges 4:1-7

The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, after Ehud died. So the Lord sold
them into the hand of King Jabin of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor; the commander of his army
was Sisera, who lived in Harosheth-ha-goiim. Then the Israelites cried out to the Lord for help; for
he had nine hundred chariots of iron, and had oppressed the Israelites cruelly twenty years.

At that time Deborah, a prophetess, wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel. She used to sit under
the palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim; and the Israelites
came up to her for judgment. She sent and summoned Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in
Naphtali, and said to him, “The Lord, the God of Israel, commands you, ‘Go, take position at
Mount Tabor, bringing ten thousand from the tribe of Naphtali and the tribe of Zebulun. I will
draw out Sisera, the general of Jabin’s army, to meet you by the Wadi Kishon with his chariots
and his troops; and | will give him into your hand.”

People’s response after the reading Thanks be to God.
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1 To you | lift up my eyes, *
to you enthroned in the heavens.
repeat Ist half of chant:
2 As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, *
and the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress,
3 So our eyes look to the Lord our God, *
until he show us his mercy.
4 Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy, *
for we have had more than enough of contempt,
5 Too much of the scorn of the indolent rich, *
and of the derision of the proud.

A Reading from the first Letter to the Thessalonians 5:1-11

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything
written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief
in the night. When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come
upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But you,
beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you are all children of
light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. So then let us not fall asleep
as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; for those who sleep sleep at night, and those
who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the
breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has destined us not
for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that
whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. Therefore encourage one another and
build up each other, as indeed you are doing.

People’s response after the reading Thanks be to God.
Hymn: Open your ears, O faithful people Blue Hymnal 536

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 25:14-30
People  Said before the reading Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “It is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property
to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his
ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded
with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents made
two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the
ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled
accounts with them. Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five
more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, | have made five more
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talents.” His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been
trustworthy in a few things, | will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your
master.” And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over
to me two talents; see, | have made two more talents.” His master said to him, “Well done, good
and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, | will put you in charge of many
things; enter into the joy of your master.” Then the one who had received the one talent also came
forward, saying, ‘Master, | knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and
gathering where you did not scatter seed; so | was afraid, and | went and hid your talent in the
ground. Here you have what is yours.” But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You
knew, did you, that | reap where | did not sow, and gather where | did not scatter? Then you
ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return | would have received what
was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents.
For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those
who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw
him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.””

Said after the reading Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Sermon Reverend Sean Maloney
Marriage

Dearly beloved: We have come together in the presence of God to witness and bless the joining
together of this man and this woman in Holy Matrimony. The bond and covenant of marriage
was established by God in creation, and our Lord Jesus Christ adorned this manner of life by his
presence and first miracle at a wedding in Cana of Galilee. It signifies to us the mystery of the
union between Christ and his Church, and Holy Scripture commends it to be honored among all
people.

The union of husband and wife in heart, body, and mind is intended by God for their mutual joy;
for the help and comfort given one another in prosperity and adversity. Therefore marriage is not
to be entered into unadvisedly or lightly, but reverently, deliberately, and in accordance with the
purposes for which it was instituted by God.

Into this holy union £dlith Parekh and Armand Tremblay now come to be joined.

Then the Celebrant says to the persons to be married

| require and charge you both, here in the presence of God, that if either of you know any reason
why you may not be united in marriage lawfully, and in accordance with God's Word, you do
now confess it.

The Celebrant says to the woman

Edith, will you have this man to be your husband; to live together in the covenant of marriage?
Will you love him, comfort him, honor and keep him, in sickness and in health; and, forsaking all

others, be faithful to him as long as you both shall live?

The Woman answers
1 will.

The Celebrant says to the man



Armand, will you have this woman to be your wife; to live together in the covenant of marriage?
Will you love her, comfort her, honor and keep her, in sickness and in health; and, forsaking all
others, be faithful to her as long as you both shall live?

The Man answers
1 will.

The Celebrant then addresses the congregation, saying

Will all of you witnessing these promises do all in your power to uphold these two persons in
their marriage?

People: We Will

The Man, facing the woman and taking her right hand in his, says

In the Name of God, |, Armand, take you, Edith, to be my wife, to have and to hold from this
day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to

cherish, until we are parted by death. This is my solemn vow.

Then they loose their hands, and the Woman, still facing the man, takes his right hand in hers, and
says

In the Name of God, |, Edith, take you, Armand, to be my husband, to have and to hold from
this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and
to cherish, until we are parted by death. This is my solemn vow.

They loose their hands.

The Priest may ask God's blessing on a ring or rings as follows

Bless, O Lord, this ring to be a sign of the vows by which this man and this woman have bound
themselves to each other; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The giver places the ring on the ring-finger of the other's hand and says

N., 1 give you this ring as a symbol of my vow, and with all that | am, and all that | have, | honor
you, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit (orin the Name of God).

Then the Celebrant joins the right hands of husband and wife and says

Now that £dith and Armand have given themselves to each other by solemn vows, with the
joining of hands and the giving and receiving of a ring, | pronounce that they are husband and
wife, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Those whom God has joined together let no one put asunder.
People: Amen

Eternal God, creator and preserver of all life, author of salvation, and giver of all grace: Look with
favor upon the world you have made, and for which your Son gave his life, and especially upon
this man and this woman whom you make one flesh in Holy Matrimony. Amen.



Make their life together a sign of Christ's love to this sinful and broken world, that unity may
overcome estrangement, forgiveness heal guilt, and joy conquer despair. Amen.

Give them such fulfillment of their mutual affection that they may reach out in love and concern
for others. Amen.

Grant that all married persons who have witnessed these vows may find their lives strengthened
and their loyalties confirmed. Amen.

Grant that the bonds of our common humanity, by which all your children are united one to
another, and the living to the dead, may be so transformed by your grace, that your will may be
done on earth as it is in heaven; where, O Father, with your Son and the Holy Spirit, you live
and reign in perfect unity, now and for ever. Amen.

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the spiritual
unity between Christ and his Church: Send therefore your blessing upon these your servants, that
they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true
godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The husband and wife still kneeling, the Priest adds this blessing

God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep you; the Lord
mercifully with his favor look upon you, and fill you with all spiritual benediction and grace; that
you may faithfully live together in this life, and in the age to come have life everlasting. Amen.

The Peace

All stand

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Announcements

The Holy Communion

Offertory: Now thank we all our God J.5. Bach (1685-1750)
The Great Thanksgiving - Eucharistic Prayer A

The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest,
faces them and sings or says
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.



Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People

Sanctus: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel.
Then the Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only
and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you,
the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect
sacrifice for the whole world.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it;
and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel
containing wine to be consecrated.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat:
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully



receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer BCP p. 364

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Fraction Anthem: Christ our Passover Black/Red Hymnal 268

The Gifts You are invited as you feel moved to join us for Communion today. Simply move into
the aisle as the Ushers assist you. If you would like to receive communion place your hands out
and the priest will give you a piece of bread (or gluten free if needed). You may then receive
wine from either the chalice or the individual cup. At this time intinction (dipping) is not
permitted. Communion in one kind for any reasons is fully acceptable and has wide use in the
tradition. If you don’t want to share in communion but want to share in this holy moment come
forward with your hands across your heart to receive a blessing.

Communion Music:
The Gift of Love Hal H. Hopson (1933-
Will you come and follow me John L. Hooker (1944-)

Celebrant Let us pray.

O God, the giver of all that is true and lovely and gracious:

We give you thanks for binding us together in these holy mysteries of the Body and Blood of
your Son Jesus Christ. Grant that by your Holy Spirit, Edith and Armand, now joined in Holy
Matrimony, may become one in heart and soul, live in fidelity and peace, and obtain those
eternal joys prepared for all who love you; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn: Lord Christ, when first thou cam’st to earth Blue Hymnal 598
The Dismissal

Celebrant : Let us go forth in the name of the Lord Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia

People: Thanks be to God Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia

Postlude: Prelude on Nun danket alle Gott Karl Piutti (1846-1902)



Hymn: / want to walk as a child of the light Blue Hymnal 490
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Hymn: Open your ears, O faithful people Blue Hymnal 536
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“Torah ora” is Hebrew for, “The Law is our Light.”



Hymn: Lord Christ, when first thou cam’st to earth

Blue Hymnal 598
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