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Morning Prayer: Rite Two 
Wednesday, April 17, 2024 

The Feast of Peter Williams Cassey, Deacon, 1917 

and Annie Besant Cassey, 1875 

 

Officiants: Katie LaRochelle and Lynne McSheehy 

 

 

Officiant 1   If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the 

things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of 

God.       Colossians 3:1 

 

Officiant 2   Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through 

our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  1 Corinthians 15:57 

 

 

 

The Invitatory and Psalter 
 

Officiant 1  Lord, open our lips. 

Officiant 2  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  

Officiant 1  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy    

  Spirit:  

Officiant 2  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. 

   Amen. Alleluia. 

 

Officiant 1 Alleluia. The Lord is risen indeed:  

Officiant 2 Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ our Passover  Said responsively breaking at the half verse 
1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22 

      

Alleluia. Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; * 

   therefore let us keep the feast, 

Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, * 

   but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 

 Alleluia. 

 

Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; * 

   death no longer has dominion over him. 

The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; * 

   but the life he lives, he lives to God. 

So also consider yourselves dead to sin, * 

  and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Alleluia. 

 

Christ has been raised from the dead, * 

   the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

For since by a man came death, * 

   by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 

For as in Adam all die, * 

   so also in Christ shall all be made alive.  Alleluia. 

 

Officiant 1 Alleluia. The Lord is risen indeed:  

Officiant 2 Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 
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Psalm 112     Said responsively breaking at the half verse 

 

Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the Lord * 

 and have great delight in his commandments! 

Their descendants will be mighty in the land; * 

 the generation of the upright will be blessed. 

Wealth and riches will be in their house, * 

 and their righteousness will last for ever. 

Light shines in the darkness for the upright; * 

 the righteous are merciful and full of compassion. 

It is good for them to be generous in lending * 

 and to manage their affairs with justice. 

For they will never be shaken; * 

 the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance. 

They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; * 

 their heart is right; they put their trust in the Lord. 

Their heart is established and will not shrink, * 

 until they see their desire upon their enemies. 

They have given freely to the poor, * 

 and their righteousness stands fast for ever; 

 they will hold up their head with honor. 

The wicked will see it and be angry;  

they will gnash their teeth and pine away; * 

 the desires of the wicked will perish. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. 

 Amen. 

 

The Lessons 
 

Officiant 1   A Reading from the Book of Proverbs  Proverbs 22:1-9 

 

A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, 

 and favour is better than silver or gold. 

The rich and the poor have this in common: 

 the Lord is the maker of them all. 

The clever see danger and hide; 

 but the simple go on, and suffer for it. 

The reward for humility and fear of the Lord 

 is riches and honor and life. 

Thorns and snares are in the way of the perverse; 

 the cautious will keep far from them. 

Train children in the right way, 

 and when old, they will not stray. 

The rich rule over the poor, 

 and the borrower is the slave of the lender. 

Whoever sows injustice will reap calamity, 

 and the rod of anger will fail. 

 

Those who are generous are blessed, 

 for they share their bread with the poor. 

 

Officiant 1   The Word of the Lord 

Officiant 2  Thanks be to God 
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Canticle  The First Song of Isaiah    Isaiah 12:2-6   
   Said responsively breaking at the half verse 

 

Surely, it is God who saves me; * 

    I will trust in him and not be afraid. 

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, * 

    and he will be my Savior. 

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing * 

    from the springs of salvation. 

And on that day you shall say, * 

    Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; 

Make his deeds known among the peoples; * 

    see that they remember that his Name is exalted. 

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, * 

    and this is known in all the world. 

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, * 

  for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of 

 Israel. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  

 Amen. 

 

 

Officiant 2   A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew  
 Matthew 5:13-16 
 

Jesus said, “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its 

taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for 

anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 

 

“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be 

hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, 

but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the 

same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see 

your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” 

 

Officiant 2   The Word of the Lord 

Officiant 1  Thanks be to God 

 

The Apostles' Creed 
 

Officiant 1   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

   creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. 

   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

      and born of the Virgin Mary. 

   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

      was crucified, died, and was buried. 

   He descended to the dead. 

   On the third day he rose again. 

   He ascended into heaven, 

      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

   He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

   the holy catholic Church, 

   the communion of saints, 

   the forgiveness of sins, 

   the resurrection of the body, 

   and the life everlasting.  Amen.  
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The Prayers 
 

Officiant 2    The Lord be with you.  

Officiant 1  And also with you.  

Officiant 2    Let us pray.  
 

Officiant 2     

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be thy Name,      

   thy kingdom come,      

   thy will be done,      

      on earth as it is in heaven.         

Give us this day our daily bread.   

And forgive us our trespasses,  

   as we forgive those       

      who trespass against us.          

And lead us not into temptation,  

   but deliver us from evil.       

For thine is the kingdom,   

  and the power, and the glory,     

  for ever and ever.  Amen.  
 

Suffrages (from Enriching Our Worship) 

 

V. Help us, O God our Savior; 

R. Deliver us and forgive us our sins. 

V. Look upon your congregation; 

R. Give to your people the blessing of peace. 

V. Declare your glory among the nations; 

R. And your wonders among all peoples. 

V. Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away; 

R. Never forget the lives of your poor. 

V. Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you; 

R. And your favor to those who are true of heart. 

V. Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; 

R. So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life. 

 

Officiant 1    O God of justice and mercy, we remember before you 

your servants Peter Williams Cassey and Anna Besant Cassey, 

who, in the face of slavery and discrimination, gave the blessings 

of education and spiritual haven to the marginalized; Grant us to 

be fearless in the face of injustice and to work for blessings that 

will touch those whom the world does not count of value; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and 

reigns for ever and ever. Amen.    The Collect of the Day 

 

Officiant 2   Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have 

brought us in safety to this new day:  Preserve us with your 

mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be overcome by 

adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the fulfilling of your 

purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
      A Collect for Grace 

 

Officiant 1   O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of 

the earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach peace to those who 

are far off and to those who are near:  Grant that people 

everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the nations 

into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the 

coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
Prayer for Mission 
                             
 

 

The Peace and Greetings 

Officiant 2    The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 

Officiant 1    And also with you 

The worshippers exchange the Peace and greet one another. 
 

One of the Officiants prays Thanksgivings and Intercessions shared in Chat.
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Closing Prayers 
 

Officiant 2    Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made. 

We bless you for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up our selves to your service, 

and by walking before you 

in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 
     The General Thanksgiving 

 

Officiant 1   Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time 

with one accord to make our common supplication to you; and 

you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two 

or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst 

of them:  Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be 

best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and 

in the age to come life everlasting.  Amen. 
     A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
 
Officiant 1    Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Officiant 2    Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Officiant 1    Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do 

infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to him from 

generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for 

ever and ever.  Amen.    Ephesians 3:20, 21 

 

 

from Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2018:  

 

Peter Williams Cassey was ordained as a deacon in 1866, the first 

person of color ordained in the Episcopal Church west of the 

Mississippi River. He was a fourth generation freed African 

American. His great grandfather bought his freedom and founded 

the first black church in New York, the African Methodist 

Episcopal Zion Church. His grandfather was the first African 

American Episcopal priest in New York and founder of St. 

Philip’s, Manhattan. His parents, Joseph and Amy Cassey were 

prominent abolitionists in Philadelphia. … Peter married Annie 

Besant, who came from another prominent African American 

family. They were among the founding members of Trinity Parish, 

San Jose, California in 1862. At the same time, they rented the 

former Bascom School for Girls and established St. Philips 

Mission for Colored People and opened St. Philip’s Academy. 

The school was not only for African American, but also for 

Mexican and Chinese students because no children of color could 

attend public schools. Bishop William Ingram Kip, first Bishop of 

California, recognized St. Philip’s as a mission congregation out 

of Trinity Church and in 1866 ordained Peter as a deacon. The 

bishop directed him to establish Christ Church for Colored 

People in San Francisco while Annie kept St. Philip’s going. … In 

1881 Peter was called to St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church in New 

Bern, North Carolina as the first African American rector in that 

state. In 1884 he was accepted 235 a call to Florida where he 

served in succession three parishes until he died at the age of 86 

on April 16th, 1917. Bishop Edwin Gardner Weed said at Peter’s 

funeral “that no other clergyman in the Diocese came close to the 

theological maturity and scholarship that Peter Williams Cassey 

exhibited in his ministry and teachings. We should be proud of 

these great souls that helped lay the foundations of this diocese.” 


