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The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two 

The Word of God 

Prelude:   Little partita on "At the Lamb's High Feast we Sing"   James Woodman (born 1957)

  

Opening Hymn: “We are all children of the Lord”  MHSO 105

     

           

 

 



 

 

Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

People: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Hymn of Praise Children’s Choir & Congregation 

Please join the children singing 3 times: altogether, then twice more as a round, beginning with 

the Lectern side, and the Pulpit side coming in after 2 measures, as directed 

 

 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray 

 

The Collect 

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son 

Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the 

way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

A reading from the Book of Acts 7:55-60 

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 

standing at the right hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 

Man standing at the right hand of God!” But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 

rushed together against him. Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and 

the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. While they were stoning 

Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud 

voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord  

People: Thanks be to God 



 

 

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 

 

1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; * 

from where is my help to come? 

2 My help comes from the Lord, * 

the maker of heaven and earth. 

3 He will not let your foot be moved * 

and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 

4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel * 

shall neither slumber nor sleep; 

5 The Lord himself watches over you; * 

the Lord is your shade at your right hand, 

6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, * 

nor the moon by night. 

7 The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; * 

it is he who shall keep you safe. 

8 The Lord shall watch over your going out and your coming in, * 

from this time forth for evermore. 

Sequence Hymn: (sung by choir and kids)   Blue Hymnal 196 

A reading from the Gospel according to John 3:1-17 

People’s response before the Gospel  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and 

said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can 

do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I 

tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” Nicodemus said 

to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into 

the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the 

kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and 

what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born 

from above.’ The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not 

know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 

Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of 

Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 

 



 

“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do 

not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how 

can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the 

one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 

wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal 

life. 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 

may not perish but may have eternal life. 

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 

world might be saved through him.” 

People’s response after the Gospel                Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 

The Sermon          The Reverend Sean Maloney 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Baptismal Covenant 

Celebrant:  Do you believe in God the Father? 

People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Celebrant: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People:  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 

    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 

    He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

 

Celebrant:  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

    the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

 

Celebrant:  Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the       

bread, and in the prayers? 

People:  I will, with God's help. 

  

Celebrant:  Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return 

to the Lord? 

People:  I will, with God's help. 

 

Celebrant:  Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 

People:  I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant:  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 

People:   I will, with God's help 

Celebrant: Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of 

every human being? 

People:  I will, with God's help. 

 

Prayers of the People – [from Hear Our Prayer: Prayers of the People for the Revised Common 

Lectionary] The Leader and People pray responsively 

Steadfast God, you have never abandoned your promise to be with your people, be present to 

us now and hear us as we say, Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Imbue your church with the courage of Stephen, that it may hold steadfast to Christ and uphold 

always your command to love one another.  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Grant wisdom to those in authority in our lives that they may not be seduced by the expedient 

or the popular, but strive always to lead us towards true safety, seeking welfare of all people.  

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Embolden us to share our faith with confidence through our actions and choices, and especially in 

our mercy to those in need.  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 



 

Strengthen and sustain us as we forge new ways of life to contend with the conflicts of the world 

and climate change and help us to hold onto the power of your promises even and especially 

when we feel hopeless.  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.   

Let your healing presence be known to all who suffer from any trouble; bring wholeness to all 

that is broken ion our lives and in our world. [Especially we pray for…prayer list]  Lord in your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 

Grant peace to the dead and dying, comfort to those who mourn or grieve; let the light of your 

love dispel the darkness in our hearts.  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

Most glorious God, you have strengthened and sustained your people since first you called 

Abram to follow you.  Lift us up, we pray, and help us to be the people we were created to be 

that we might fulfill your dream for our human family. Amen. 

Confession of Sin                                                                       

Celebrant: Let us confess our sins to God.    

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, 

opposing your will in our lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and 

in the world you have created. 

We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, 

and the evil done on our behalf. 

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, 

that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen. 

 

 

The Peace and Greetings  

 

Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

 

The Peace All stand  

Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you.                                                 

People:  And also with you. 

Announcements: Birthdays and Anniversaries  

 

Offertory Anthem: In the Bulb there is a Flower     Natalie Sleeth   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Holy Communion:   

Enriching Our Worship, Eucharistic Prayer 1  

 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you  

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord.  

Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 

Celebrant: It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life 

and fountain of mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord. For our sins he was lifted high upon the 

cross, that he might draw the whole world to himself; and, by his suffering and death, he became 

the source of eternal salvation for all who put their trust in him.  

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name. 

Sanctus         Blue Hymnal S128 

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in your 

own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our care that we 

might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace. But we failed to honor 

your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your goodness in the world 

around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love. Yet 

you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people. Through 

Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from slavery, 

sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation. Then, 

in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the 

human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death on 

the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life.  

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which 

is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup 

of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This 

is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of 

sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore we proclaim the 

mystery of faith:  

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread 

and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus 

Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s 

Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with [ 

___________ and] all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, wemay praise your Name for 

ever. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be 

honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.  



 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Post Communion Prayer 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 

our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and 

Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 

you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Recessional Hymn:  "At the Lamb's High Feast we Sing"    Blue Hymnal 174 

 

The Dismissal                                                                                                               

Celebrant:   Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People:  Thanks be to God.  

 

Postlude:    "At the Lamb's High Feast we Sing"     James Woodman 

 

 

 

Welcome! You are invited to participate fully in our worship. Whoever you are, wherever you are on your journey of 

faith, welcome! Please contact the church office (aschurch@allsaintschelmsford.org) if you would like to receive our 

weekly e-bulletin.. 

https://www.allsaintschelmsford.org    978 256 5673 

about:blank
https://www.allsaintschelmsford.org/

