
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

10:00AM + September 27, 2026 

 

All Saints’ Church 
 

Welcome!​
 You are invited to participate fully in our worship. Whoever you are, wherever 

you are on your journey of faith, welcome! 



 



The Holy Eucharist: Enriching Our Worship 2 
Prelude:  

Improvisation on St. Elizabeth 
 
Processional Hymn:   

Fairest Lord Jesus, Ruler of all Nature​ Blue Hymnal 383 
 

Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.  
Glory to God for ever and ever.  
  

Holy God, be in our minds, that we might let go of all that diminishes the 
movement of your spirit within us.  Discerning God, be in our eyes, that we might 
see you in the midst of all the busyness that fills our lives.  Loving God, be in our 
hearts, that we can be open to those we love, to those with whom we share 
ministry and to the whole human family. Gracious God, be in that grace-filled 
silence that lies deep within us, that we might live in Christ as Christ lives in us.  
Amen 
  
Gloria:​ Blue Hymnal S 280 
 
 
God be with you.  
And also with you.  
Let us pray.  
 
 
The Collect 
 

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: 
Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, 
may become partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.  
 
 
 



First Reading ​ Exodus 17:1-7 
 

Reader: A reading from the Book of Exodus 
 

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by 
stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no 
water for the people to drink. The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give 
us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do 
you test the Lord?” But the people thirsted there for water; and the people 
complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us 
and our children and livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What 
shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” The Lord said to 
Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; 
take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. I will be 
standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water 
will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the 
elders of Israel. He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites 
quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?”  
 

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.                                                                   
People: Thanks be to God 
 
 
Psalm​ 78:1-4, 12-16 
 

1​ Hear my teaching, O my people; * 
​ incline your ears to the words of my mouth.  
  

2​ I will open my mouth in a parable; * 
​ I will declare the mysteries of ancient times.  
 

3​ That which we have heard and known, and what our forefathers have told us,* 
​ we will not hide from their children.  
 

4​ We will recount to generations to come the praiseworthy deeds and the power 
​ ​ of the Lord, * 
​ and the wonderful works he has done.  
 

12​ He worked marvels in the sight of their forefathers, * 
​ in the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan.  
 



13​ He split open the sea and let them pass through; * 
​ he made the waters stand up like walls.  
 

14​ He led them with a cloud by day, * 
​ and all the night through with a glow of fire.  
 

15​ He split the hard rocks in the wilderness * 
​ and gave them drink as from the great deep.  
 

16​ He brought streams out of the cliff, * 
​ and the waters gushed out like rivers. 
 
Second Reading ​ Phillipians 2:1-13 
 

Reader: A reading from the letter to the Phillipians 
 

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any 
sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be 
of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do 
nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better 
than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the 
interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as 
something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being 
born in human likeness.  And being found in human form, he humbled himself 
and became obedient to the point of death– even death on a cross. 
 

Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every 
name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my 
presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with 
fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will 
and to work for his good pleasure. 
 

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
People: Thanks be to God 
 



 
Sequence Hymn: 

I Sing the Almighty Power of God​ Blue Hymnal 398 
 

Gospel​ Matthew 21:23-32 
 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew​
People: Praise and glory to God. 
 

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these 
things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you 
one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority 
I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human 
origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say 
to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are 
afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We 
do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am 
doing these things. 
 

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go 
and work in the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed 
his mind and went. The father went to the second and said the same; and he 
answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his 
father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 
For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, 
but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, 
you did not change your minds and believe him.” 
 

Celebrant: This is the Gospel of Christ.​
People: Praise to Christ, the Word.​
 
 
The Sermon​ Rev. Sean Maloney 
 
 
 



The Nicene Creed                                                            ​ Spoken by all, standing. 
  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For 
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy 
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son, he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  
  

Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People​ Kneeling as you are able 
 

Almighty God, hear the prayers of your people and come swiftly to aid us as we 
say, Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Grant your church wisdom to bring about the beloved community through our 
commitment to individual and communal transformation and redemption. Lord 
in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Grant our nation strength and forbearance peacefully to resolve our differences 
and to live in amity with our neighbors. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Grant an abiding faith and discerning hearts to all of us gathered to hear these 
words, that we might live into your will and be your people. Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 



Give to us clarity, that we might perceive and comprehend the gravity of the 
global issues which we face, and a determination to work together to implement 
sustainable and equitable solutions. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Lift the burdens of those who are ill, those who face overwhelming challenges, 
and those who are fearful. Bring them healing and peace. We especially pray for 
… [Names from prayer list in insert],   Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Grant peace and a welcome into your eternal grace to those who have died, and 
bring us to that place where with them we may all live again in your glorious 
kingdom. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

God of power and might, your eternal essence is love. Guide us as we seek to live 
fully into our belovedness and grant us an answer to our prayer that fulfills our 
deepest longings and reflects your glory into the darkness of our lives and world. 
All this we ask through your Son, our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit 
reigns supreme, One God, indivisible, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Confession of Sin  

Let us confess our sins to God.  (Silence may be kept.) 
 

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing  
your will in our lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in 
ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
  

We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done 
on our behalf. 
  

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we 
may abide in your love and serve only your will.  Amen. 
 
Absolution 
  

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 



The Peace 
  

The peace of Christ be always with you.  
And also with you. 
 
Announcements: 
 
Offertory Hymn: 

Improvisations by Daniel 
 

Eucharistic Prayer: 
Enriching our Worship 2 

 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. ​
 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. 
From before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep 
and brought all things into being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; 
and every living thing. You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your 
ways. But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother 
cares for her children, you would not forget us. Time and again you called us to 
live in the fullness of your love. And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in 
the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you 
as we sing:   
 

Sanctus:​ Blue Hymnal S 129  
 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the 
power of sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with 
favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, 
Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with 
outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He 
yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk 



in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of 
his life, and to be glorified by you.  
 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took 
bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This 
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, 
gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, 
crucified and risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of 
bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice.  
 

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of 
Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, 
the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.  
 

In the fullness of time bring us, with all your saints, from every tribe and 
language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the 
foundation of the world.  
 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to 
you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.   
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  

Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. 
  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
 
Fraction Anthem​ Blue Hymnal S164 
 

 



Communion Hymn: 
Taste and See​ LEVAS 154 

 
Postcommunion Prayer 
 

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing 
us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send 
us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love 
to the world and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.  
 
 
Recessional Hymn: 

All My Hope on God is Founded​ Blue Hymnal 665 
 
 
The Dismissal of the Community 
 

Go now to love and serve the Lord. Go in peace.​
Amen. We go in the name of Christ. 
 
 
Postlude: 

Postlude in G​ Alex Rowley​
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thank you for joining us today! 
If you would like to receive our weekly e-bulletin, please contact the church 

office (aschurch@allsaintschelmsford.org).  To learn more about us, visit 
https://www.allsaintschelmsford.org or call us at: (978) 256-5673. 
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