Twenty Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
10:00AM + November 8, 2026
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All Saints’ Church

Welcome!
You are invited to participate fully in our worship. Whoever you are, wherever
you are on your journey of faith, welcome!



The Holy Eucharist: Rite Il
Prelude:
Vater unser im Himmelreich, BWV 737 J. S. Bach

Processional Hymn:
Come, Thou Font of Every Blessing LEVAS 111

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

There is one Body and one Spirit;
There is one hope in God’s call to us;
One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;
One God and Father of all.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us Pray.

The Collect

O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of
the devil and make us children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having
this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes again with
power and great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious
kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.

First Reading Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25
Reader: A reading from the Book of Joshua.

Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders,
the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves
before God. And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the Lord, the God of
Israel: Long ago your ancestors—Terah and his sons Abraham and Nahor—lived
beyond the Euphrates and served other gods. Then I took your father Abraham
from beyond the River and led him through all the land of Canaan and made his
offspring many.



“Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness;
put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and
serve the Lord. Now if you are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom
you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the
River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and
my household, we will serve the Lord.”

Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to
serve other gods; for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors up
from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs
in our sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the
peoples through whom we passed; and the Lord drove out before us all the
peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the
Lord, for he is our God.”

But Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the Lord, for he is a holy God. He
is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. If you
forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you harm, and
consume you, after having done you good.” And the people said to Joshua, “No,
we will serve the Lord!” Then Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses
against yourselves that you have chosen the Lord, to serve him.” And they said,
“We are witnesses.” He said, “Then put away the foreign gods that are among you,
and incline your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel.” The people said to Joshua,
“The Lord our God we will serve, and him we will obey.” So Joshua made a
covenant with the people that day, and made statutes and ordinances for them at
Shechem.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.




Psalm 78:1-7

Psalm Chant

==

1 Hear my teaching, | O my people; *
incline your ears to the words | of my mouth.

2 Iwill open my mouth | in a parable; *
I will declare the mysteries of | ancient times.

3 That which we have heard and known, and what our forefathers | have told
us,*
we will not hide | from their children.

4 We will recount to generations to come the praiseworthy deeds and the power
| of the Lorp, *
and the wonderful works | he has done.

5 He gave his decrees to Jacob and established a | law for Israel, *
which he commanded them to | teach their children;

6 That the generations to come might know, and the children | yet unborn; *
that they in their turn might tell it | to their children;

(Repeat second half of psalm chant)

7 So that they might put their | trust in God, *
and not forget the deeds of God, but keep | his commandments;

Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Reader: A reading from the first letter to the Thessalonians

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who
have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring
with him those who have died. For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord,
that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means
precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with
the archangel's call and with the sound of God's trumpet, will descend from



heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left,
will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air;
and so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with
these words.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn:
How Firm a Foundation, Ye Saints of the Lord Blue Hymnal 636

Gospel Matthew 25:1-13
Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took
their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five
were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the
wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of
them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is
the bridegroom! Come out to meet him. Then all those bridesmaids got up and
trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for
our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for
you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.
And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready
went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other
bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell
you, I do not know you. Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor
the hour.”

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon Rev. Kit Lonergan



Presentation and Examination of the Candidates

Celebrant: The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented.
Parents and Godparents: I present Luke Ronald to receive the Sacrament of
Baptism.

Celebrant: Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought
up in the Christian faith and life?
Parents and Godparents: 1 will, with God’s help.

Celebrant: Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that
rebel against God?
Parents and Godparents: 1 renounce them.

Celebrant: Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and
destroy the creatures of God?
Parents and Godparents: 1 renounce them.

Celebrant: Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?
Parents and Godparents: I renounce them.

Celebrant: Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?
Parents and Godparents: 1 do.

Celebrant: Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?
Parents and Godparents: 1 do.

Celebrant: Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?
Parents and Godparents: 1 do.

Celebrant: Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these
persons in their life in Christ?
People: We will.

Let us join with Luke who is committing himself to Christ and renew our own
baptismal covenant.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.



Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the
bread, and in the prayers?
I will, with God's help.

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and
return to the Lord?
I will, with God's help.

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
I will, with God's help.

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?
I will, with God's help.

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of
every human being?
I will, with God's help.

Prayers for the Candidate

Let us now pray for Luke, who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth.

Deliver him, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Open his heart to your grace and truth.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Fill him with your holy and life-giving Spirit.
Lord, hear our prayer.



Keep him in the faith and communion of your holy Church.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Teach him to love others in the power of the Spirit.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Send him into the world in witness to your love.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Bring him to the fullness of your peace and glory.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son
may live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory;
who lives and reigns now and forever. Amen.

Thanksgiving over the Water

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved
in the beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their
bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the
baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to
lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into
everlasting life.

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in
his death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the
Holy Spirit.

Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who
come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those
who here are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen
life of Jesus Christ our Savior.



To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever.
Amen.

The Baptism

Luke, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have
bestowed upon this your servant the forgiveness of sin, and have raised him to
the new life of grace. Sustain him, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give him an
inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to
know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen.

Luke, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ's own for
ever. Amen.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.

We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified,
proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood.

The Peace

The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

Announcements

Choral Anthem:
Vater unser im Himmelreich J. S. Bach (1685 - 1750)



Eucharistic Prayer B:

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Itis right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

For in the multitude of your saints you have surrounded us with a great cloud of
witnesses, that we might rejoice in their fellowship, and run with endurance the
race that is set before us; and, together with them, receive the crown of glory that
never fades away.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of
your Name:

Sanctus: Blue Hymnal S 128

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to
be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from
evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of
error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take,
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."



Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all;
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they
may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him,
being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in
subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with
all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the
Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Fraction Anthem Blue Hymnal S161

Communion Hymn:
I Am the Bread of Life Blue Hymnal 335

Postcommunion Prayer



Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with
gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Recessional Hymn:
We Know that Christ is Raised and Dies No More Blue Hymnal 296

The Dismissal of the Community

Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Alleluia,
Alleluia, Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Postlude:
Choral and Fugue from Organ Sonata no. 6 Felix Mendelssohn (1809 - 1847)

Thank you for joining us today!
If you would like to receive our weekly e-bulletin, please contact the church
office (aschurch@allsaintschelmsford.org). To learn more about us, visit
https://www.allsaintschelmsford.org or call us at: (978) 256-5673.
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